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The entries are arranged alphabetically under the masons’ names, followed by the town in which the

mason worked, in [ ], brief notes on the masons, and then within each churchyard, in chronological

order the dates and places (village churchyards) as which headstones have been seen.

Editor's preface

Roderick Cave emailed me his 'preliminary edition' about October 2012.  He  died June 2019 age 83.

I prepared this online edition November 2025.  Apart from adding a few comments and correcting 

occasionally wayward spelling, editorial activities were restricted to standardising punctuation, 

including conforming to the convention of using 'slash' for headstones commemorating two or more 

people (e.g. 1833/1845). 

For those less familiar with these types of lists, note that Cave frequently uses the abbreviation 'fl.' for 

Latin 'floruit', English 'flourished'. 

Bob Trubshaw

Sources
1. Notes made by RC from visits to the various churchyards, mostly collected in the period 

2000– 2008.

2. Data collected by Alfred Henry Paget,  The epitaphs in the graveyard and chapel of the Great

Meeting, Leicester … and printed several years after his death … By Thomas Fielding 

Johnson. Leicester: Clarke & Satchell, 1912. These are indicated by LGM in the lists.



3. Data copied from the website index of ‘Monuments in the churchyard of St Wistan, Wistow’ at

http://www.leicestershirevillages.com/wistow/monumentalinscriptions1.html; (and indicated 

as Wistow plus the website index numbers, e.g. Wistow C61). The other databases prepared 

by the Great Glen U3A for a variety of villages are similarly cited. 

[Sadly  leicestershirevillages.com is now defunct. However I have retained all Cave's 

reference numbers. Bob Trubshaw.]

4. Entries for stones signed by masons based at Bingham, in the Bingham Heritage site

http://www.binghamheritage.org.uk/churchyard/search_the_churchyard/search.php

5. Data collected from local directories and (very occasionally) from Leicestershire and Rutland 

censuses from 1841 and 1851 for some of the villages.

6. For churches in Leicester, the tombstones are identified as L+church name, as for All Saints 

(LAS), for St Leonards (LSL), for St Margarets (LSMg) for St Martin (LSMn) and St Mary (LSMy)

7. For entries for Stanford on Soar, data is copied from R. Merriman, The use of slate gravestones

and their engravers, MA in English Local History, Leicester University 2000.

8. For Harborough slate engravers, data is taken from J. C. Davies, ‘Harborough Slate Engravers’,

Transactions of the Leicester Archaeological and Historical Society, vol. 61, 1987, pp. 24–33.

9. Further data has been copied from the standard book, Frederick Burgess’s English Churchyard

Memorials (London: Lutterworth Press, 1963). Details have been copied for stonemasons in

Leicestershire and neighbouring counties, and indicated by Burgess ECM.

10. The record of Tombstones in the Graveyard of Loughborough Parish Church of All Saints, 

prepared by the Loughborough Archaeological and Historical Society; records the number of 

stones signed by a particular mason, but did not give dates of except of the earliest and last of 

the tombstones. In transcribing these (indicated by Tombstones Loughborough) I have 

necessarily omitted the interim dates .

11. Data for some south Nottinghamshire churchyards have been taken from the article by M.W. 

Barley,‘Slate headstones in Nottinghamshire’ in the Transactions of the Thoroton Society, 

1948, pp. 69–86 (indicated by Barley). [Online at doi.org/10.5284/1115919  Bob Trubshaw.]

http://www.leicestershirevillages.com/wistow/monumentalinscriptions1.html;
http://www.binghamheritage.org.uk/churchyard/search_the_churchyard/search.php


The Index of Masons

Afford, John [Oundle] listed as a stonemason in Pigot’s Directory of Northamptonshire, 1841

AGAR BROS [Syston] A large business, whose tombstones were used in a large number of 

churchyards. Wright’s Directory of Leicestershire 1887–8 records them as based in 

Leicester Road, Syston 1884, 1884/1896, 1900, 1905 South Croxton; 1889 Thrussington; 

1889, 1902, 1908 Ratcliffe; 1892 Gaddesby; 1899, 1929/1937 Hungarton; 1899 

Keyworth;

[as James & Robert Agar] 1909/1855/1944 South Croxton

[as Jer. Agar] 1929/1937

Ainsworth, – [Loughborough? ]  1863 Loughborough

Ainsworth, S. [Loughborough? ] Tombstones Loughborough reports four stones dated 1797–1803

Alcock, William [Leek] listed as a stonemason in White’s History, Gazetteer and Directory of 

Staffordshire,1834.

ALCOTT FAMILY

Alcott, John [Coventry] listed as a stone and marble mason in Pigot & Co.'s Directory of 

Cheshire .. Warwickshire ..., 1828–29.

Alcott, Joseph/William/Edward [Coventry] listed in Burgess ECM as of Rugby and Coventry, 

fl.1798–1880.

ALLEN FAMILY

Allen, Edward [Saltby] like WM, listed as a stonemason in the Commercial Directory of 

Leicester, 1861.

Allen, George [Mansfield] listed as a stonemason in Pigot’s Directory of Cheshire … etc., 1828–

1829.

Allen, Thomas [Nottingham] listed as a stone and marble mason in the Universal British 

Directory, 1791–8 as of Talbot Yard, Long Row.

Allen, William [Saltby] Drake’s Gazetteer and Directory (1861) and Wright’s Directory of 

Leicestershire 1887–8 listed him as a stonemason in Saltby 1848 Croxton Kerrial;

Allsop & Monk [? ] 1885/1895 Marston Trussel

Allt, Thomas [Breedon] According to Burgess ECM and Merriman, Allt was the Breedon parish 

clerk for forty years and (possibly a son of the same name?) a sculptor and stone engraver 

whose tombstones in Breedon were produced in the period from 1811 to 1861.

Archer, Thomas [Gotham] recorded in Burgess ECM for the period 1789 to 1849.

Arnold, William [Kenilworth] listed as a stone and marble mason in Pigot & Co.'s Directory of 

Cheshire … Warwickshire ..., 1828–29.

Ashley , – [Loughborough ] 1872 Wymeswold; 1926 Quorn



Askew, Charles [Grantham] listed by Burgess ECM as a stonemason active 1851.

Atkins, John listed by Burgess ECM as a stonemason active in Great Bowden and Islington 1745–

1803.

B., R. [? ] 1759, 1784  Bingham

Badcock, John listed in Burgess ECM as a stonemason in Kibworth Harcourt, 1791–1838.

Bagnall, Samuel listed in Burgess ECM as a stonemason in Castle Donington and Melbourne, 

1809–70.

Baker, Henry [Lyddington] ] listed as stonemason in Pigot’s Directory, 1841.

Ballard, – listed in Burgess ECM as a stonemason in Thurcaston fl. 1772.

Baptist, – [?] 1872 Melton Mowbray

Barfield, S. [Leicester] 1862, 1868 LGM

BARLOW FAMILY

Barlow, George [Thrapston] listed as a stonemason in Pigot’s Directory of Northamptonshire, 

1841.

Barlow, John [Burley] 1841 Oakham

Barlow, John [Oakham] listed as stonemason/bricklayer in New Street, in Pigot’s Directory, 

1828–9 and 1841, and in Slater’s Directory of Rutland, 1850. 1815 Burrough on the Hill; 

1828, 1834 Whissendine

Barlow, T. [Oakham?] listed a stonemason in High Street in Pigot’s Directory 1841, and as 

stonemason/bricklayer in Slater’s Directory of Rutland, 1850. 1855 Langham; n.d. 

Oakham

Barnes, – [Melton Mowbray] 1883 Thorpe Arnold; 1884/1880/1858 Wyfordby;  1938/1951 Ab 

Kettleby

Barnes, W. [Long Clawson] 1764, 1770, 1770, 1771, 1785 Hickling; [as W.B.] 1759/1788, 

1743/1761, 1790 Ab Kettleby; 1783, 1785, 1788 Langar; [as W.B.] 1795 Garthorpe

Barnett, Thomas [Warwick] listed as a stone and marble mason in Pigot & Co.'s Directory of 

Cheshire … Warwickshire ..., 1828–29.

Barrand, Joseph listed as a stone and marble mason based in Upper Charles Street, Leicester, in 

Pigot’s Directory of Yorkshire and Leicestershire for 1828, 1835 and 1841. No tombstones 

by him are recorded.

Baseby, Robert [Daventry] listed as a stonemason in Pigot’s Directory of Northamptonshire, 

1841.

Barrows, Richard [East Leake] 1861 Stanford on Soar

Bass, James [Hinckley] listed in Pigot’s Directory of 1835 as a printer and gravestone cutter, and 

in Burgess ECM as a stonemason working 1796–1837.

Bass, William [Wymeswold] listed as a painter/engraver, aged 24 in the 1861 census. 1869, 

1870, 1871 Wymeswold



B[ates], J. [? ] 1805 Bringhurst

Bayes, William [Kettering] listed as a stonemason in Pigot’s Directory of Northamptonshire, 

1841.

Beer, E. [? ] 1845 Shepshed

Beet, J. [Bingham] a Bingham stonecutter, whose work (sometimes signed J. A. Beet) 1850, 

1857, 1860, 1866, 1867, 1871, 1872, 1875, 1876, 1876 Bingham; See also Wardle, late 

Beet.

Bell and Sons [Leicester ] Noted in Burgess ECM as stonemasons fl. 1750–95, and listed as 

engravers, school and writing-masters and stonemasons working in High Street, in the 

Leicester Directory of Bankers [etc] 1794. 1754, 1789, 1789, 1794, 1798, 1798  LGM; 

1756 LAS; 1790 Thurnby E8,

Belton, – [Northampton?] listed by Burgess ECM as a stonemason active 1861.

Berresford, Samuel/James [Belper] listed as stonemasons, in the Directory of Derbyshire, 1829.

Bettoney, John, jr. [Oadby] listed as stonemason in Pigot’s Directory of Yorkshire Leics & 

Rutland, 1828 and 1841; and Burgess ECM shows Bettoney lived 1790–1841. There was a

will for John Bettoney (1791 to 1841) in the National Archives (Prob. 11/1948), which 

described him as a carver, gilder and stonemason, and also shows he owned quite a lot of 

property in Oadby and Wigston. 1814 Evington B15; 1816 Wistow C32, 1820 Wistow C8,

1822 Wistow C56 , 1824 Wistow C20, 1829 Wistow C21 1823 Wistow C22; 1821 Illston 

A38, 1824 Illston A13; 1822 Burton Overy; 1808 Thurnby E9, 1813 Thurnby M25,1822 

Thurnby C28, 1825 Thurnby J2, 1826 Thurnby J6, 1829 Thurnby C29; 1831  Thurnby J4, 

1843 Thurnby J3 ;1822, 1823, 1826, 1829, 1831, 1843 Bushby; 1821, 1823 Great Glen 

B32, 1823/1845 Great Glen B26, 1829–56 Great Glen B53, 1831 Great Glen G55, 1840 

Great Glen D15, 1841 Great Glen B42 ; 1819 Belgrave; 1830 King’s Norton # 65, 1830 

King’s Norton # 55, 1839 King’s Norton # 56, 1844 King’s Norton # 66

Billyeld, James [Leicester?] a tomb in Enderby, dated 1754, was recorded by Burgess ECM.

Birchall, – [Rugby] listed by Burgess ECM as a stonemason active 1851–75.

Birkenhead, George [Ashby de la Zouch] recorded in Burgess ECM as active 1827–44. He was 

listed in Pigot’s Directory of Leics, 1828, and 1835 and in the Directory of Yorkshire and 

Leics, 1841, as a stonemason and gravestone engraver, in Market Place. No tombstones 

seen.

BIRTCHNELL

Several members of this family were stonemasons based in Wymondham and Leicester:

Birtchnell, T. [Wymondham] 1811, 1832/1881, 1839, 1840/1857 Wymondham; 1817/1824, 

1826, 1830/1835 Ashwell; 1833 Melton Mowbray; 1840 Pickwell; 1801/1803, 1812, 

1819, 1835/1852 Whissendine; 1820 Garthorpe

Birtchnell, Joseph [Leicester]  listed as a stonemason in Highcross Street, Leicester in Pigot’s 

Directory of Leicestershire 1822 and at Southgate Street in the Leicester Directory of 1815. 



Burgess ECM records Birtchnell stones at Kirby Muxloe. 1801/1855 1820/1822, 1828, 

1832, 1833, 1833, 1842, 1845, 1847, 1848, 1851 LGM; 1831 Barwell; 1833 Melton 

Mowbray; 1836/1848 Evington F28; 1844 Foston # 60 ; 1845 Kirkby Mallory; 1848, 

LSMg; 1853 LAS

Black, – [? ] 1756 Ab Kettleby

Blackshaw, – [Navenby] listed by Burgess ECM as a stonemason active 1848.

BLAND

This signature is on stones from Leicester and Melton Mowbray; possibly by related masons.

Bland, – [Leicester] based in Humberstone Road. 1875/1880 Hungarton; 1903 Thurnby B12

Bland, A. [Melton Mowbray] 1897 Little Dalby

Bland, W. [Melton Mowbray] 1900, 1936 Little Dalby; 1927/1928 Twyford; 1915, 1920/1943 

Thorpe Arnold

Bland, William [Maidwell] listed by Burgess ECM as a stonemason, 1658–1703.

Blundell, William [Daventry] listed as a stonemason in Pigot’s Directory of Northamptonshire, 

1841.

Bonehill, John/William [Warwick]  listed as a stone and marble mason in Pigot & Co.'s Directory

of Cheshire … Warwickshire ..., 1828–29; listed by Burgess ECM as a stonemason fl. 

1829–87.

Bonser, William [? ] Burgess ECM placed him in Clipston, fl. 1789–1857, but some of the stones

were dated from Burton Overy. A scrivener who, according to Burgess and Merriman, in 

the late 18th century engraved tombstones in Burton Overy, Church Langton and Little 

Stretton 1773–93. King’s Norton # 58

BONSHOR FAMILY

Tombs signed Bonshor were produced from about 1838 until well into the 20th century. 

Members of the family seem to have worked from several villages in the Wreake Valley. By

no means are all Bonshor tombstones recorded here.

Bonshor, – [Gaddesby ?] 1886 Burrough on the Hill; 1838, 1855/1870, 1861 Twyford; 1845, 

1853, 1859, 1861, 1866, 1857/1869, 1872, 1879/1899, 1887/1888, 1890 South Croxton; 

1857 Ratcliffe; 1846, 1847/1860, 1850, 1853, 1854/1858,1856, 1870, 1875, 1878, 1879 

Gaddesby; 1873 Grimston; 1853, 1880, 1893 Ashby Folville; 1903 Owston; 1892 

Barwell; 1844, 1858, 1882/1884, 1885/1954, 1888, 1888 Great Dalby

Bonshor, E.H. [? ] 1896,  Great Dalby

Bonshor, T. [? ] 1703 Thurnby M24

Booth, Edward [Loughborough?]  Tombstones Loughborough reports two stones dated 1803–

1849.

Booth, John [Nottingham] listed in Glover’s Nottingham Directory of 1825 as a stonemason in 

Carlton Street.

Booth & Johnson [Nottingham] listed as masons in the Universal British Directory 1794–8.



Braddow, George [West Hallam] listed by Burgess ECM as a stonemason fl. 1774–1833.

Bramley, – [Swithland] Burgess ECM records him as fl. 1817–42. Tombstones Loughborough 

reports four stones dated 1817–1841. 1817 Loughborough.

Brassington, John [Nottingham]  listed as a stone and marble mason in the Universal British 

Directory, 1791–8 as of St Michael’s Row.

Brewer, Richard [Grantham] listed by Burgess ECM as a stonemason active 1805–42.

BREWIN FAMILY

Brewin, Edmund [Goadby  Marwood ] Drake’s Gazetteer and Directory (1861) and Wright’s 

Directory of Leicestershire 1887–8, recorded him as a stonemason 1922/33 [Goadby 

Marwood] [very late for slate].

Brewin, John [Goadby  Marwood ] Commercial Directory of Leics, 1861, listed JB as a 

stonemason at Goadby Marwood 1752 Great Dalby (seemingly an earlier member of the 

family).

Brewin, Richard [Grantham] in Pigot’s Directory of …Lincolnshire, 1835 as a stonemason in 

Westgate.

Broadbent, Benjamin [Leicester]  reported in Burgess ECM as fl. 1842–62.

Broadbent & Hawley [Leicester] 1840s Hathern; 184549, 1849, c.1850 Burrough on the hill; 

1846 Great Dalby; 1849/1850 Evington F27

Bromhead, Richard [Mansfield] listed as a stonemason in Pigot’s Directory of Cheshire … etc., 

1828/1829

Broughton, George [Gilmorton] reported by Burgess ECM as of Gilmorton and Walton, fl. 

1795–1839.

Brown, – [Leicester] ‘of Aylestone Park’ 1887 Great Glen A18

Brown, – [Long Eaton] 1888 Wymeswold

Brown, H. [Nottingham] listed by Burgess ECM, fl. 1827–68. 1862/1875 Wymeswold

Brown, M. [? ] 1768 Asfordby

Brown, R. [Whatton? ] recorded by Burgess ECM as fl. 1774–1789. 1774, 1778, 1781, 1785, 

1787, 1789  Bingham

Brown, William [Warwick] listed as a stone and marble mason in Pigot & Co.'s Directory of 

Cheshire … Warwickshire …, 1828–29.

Brown, William [Higham Ferrers]  listed as a stonemason in Pigot’s Directory of 

Northamptonshire, 1841.

Brunt, John [Burton on Trent] listed as a stonemason in White’s History, Gazetteer and 

Directory of Staffordshire, 1834.

Brunt, Thomas [?] Burgess ECM reports him as working in Derbyshire.

Buckerfield, Jonathan [Leicester] mentioned by R. Merriman as professional sign writer whose 

tombstones from the 1740s are to be seen at Kibworth Harcourt . Burgess ECM reports him 

as fl. 1734–43.



Buckles, Anthony [Mansfield] listed as a stonemason in Pigot’s Directory of Cheshire … etc., 

1828–9.

Bulford, – [? ] 1795 Tugby

Bull, Thomas [Market Harborough]  reported by Burgess ECM as fl. 1824–66.

Bull, William [Leicester] reported by Burgess ECM as fl. 1763–95.

Bullock, Joseph [Warwick] listed as a stone and marble mason in Pigot & Co.'s Directory of 

Cheshire … Warwickshire…, 1828–29.

Burkett, John/Oliver [Wellingborough] listed as a stonemason in Pigot’s Directory of 

Northamptonshire, 1841

Burr [? ] 1827 Hallerton

Burrows, Richard [East Leake] reported by Burgess ECM as fl. 1845–71.

BURTON FAMLY

There seem to have been several members of the family, where John Burton was active in 

the Somerby area from about 1784. It is possible that some [sons ?] moved to Whissendine

Burton, – [? ] 1742–7  Burton Overy A39

Burton, C. [? ] 1846, 1852, 1858, 1859 Whissendine;

Burton, F. [? ] 1840–51  Little Dalby

Burton, John [Somerby] 1790, 1802, 1805, 1813,1824, 1825, 1831 Burrough on the hill; 1809,

1816–20, 1822, 1824, Somerby; 1813, 1820 Cold Overton; 1812, 1822, 1834 Little 

Dalby; 1787, 1801, 1803, 1808, 1813, 1813, 1819 Great Dalby; 1785, 1812 Owston; 

1805, Illston A18x

Burton, T. [? ] 1800,1802–20, 1812, 1826 Pickwell

Burton , – [Quorn] 1954–76 Quorn [a different mason; an exceptionally late slate tombstone]

BUTTERIS OR BUTTERISS

Butteriss, G. [Burton Overy?] 1886 Illston A26

Butteris, J. [Burton Overy] recorded as a bricklayer in Burton Overy in the Commercial 

Directory of Leicestershire, 1861, and again as a bricklayer and stone engraver and a 

victualler at The Bell, in Wright’s Directory of Leicestershire 1887–8. He was a prolific (if 

mediocre) stone engraver in the middle Victorian period 1829/1841, 1838/1860 Great 

Glen B35 ,1851, 1852 Great Glen B60, 1861/1869 Great Glen B48 , 1862/1870 Great 

Glen G40, 1862/1870 Great Glen F51, 1882/1886 Great Glen B58, 1888 Great Glen B45,

1886/1894 Great Glen; 1841Carlton Curlieu #65, 1851 Carlton Curlieu #27,1853/1866 

Carlton Curlieu #30; 1843/1846 Burton Overy B8, 1848 Burton Overy F50, 1852 Burton 

Overy B10, 1852 Burton Overy E5, 1853, 1855 Burton Overy E17, 1856 Burton Overy 

F29, 1863 Burton Overy G31, 1865 Burton Overy E16, 1865, 1866, 1869 Burton Overy 

E3, 1873, 1876/1887 Burton Overy E2, 1880, 1884 Burton Overy G29, 1887 Burton 

Overy G27, 1887 Burton Overy A67, 1892 Burton Overy; 1849 Skeffington C8; 

1863/1866 Skeffington A1, 1855 Owston; 1854 Illston A30, 1859 llston A27, 1860 Illston 



A8, 1862 Illston A51, 1863 Illston A52, 1864 Illston A50, 1864/1892 Illston A22, 

1865/1866 Illston A71, 1869 Illston A31, 1881, 1883 Illston A15; 1890 Illston A72; 1858 

Great Glen B57, 1858 Great Glen A5a, 1858/1904 Great Glen D23, 1862/1887 Great 

Glen B59, 1863 Great Glen B46, 1863 Great Glen B17, 1867 Great Glen B19, 1869 

Great Glen B47, 1872 Great Glen B37, 1875 Great Glen G4, 1879 Great Glen D25, 1881

Great Glen A23 , 1881 Great Glen A24, 1883/1902 Great Glen D14; 1846 Wistow C64, 

1862 Wistow C59, 1865/1869, Wistow C6, 1873 Wistow C3,1875 Wistow C79; 1849 

King’s Norton # 57, 1855 King’s Norton # 26,  1862 King’s Norton # 8; 1874/1879, 1878 

Hallaton; 1885 Newtown Harcourt E28, 1887/1907 Newtown Harcourt E27; 1887 

Thurnby K11

Button, Benjamin [Crick] Burgess ECM reports him as fl. 1771–1835.

C., J. [? ] 1802, 1832  LGM; (Is this Isaac Cockshaw?).

C, W. [? ] 1788 Loughborough (probably William Charles of Wymeswold).

Cakebread, Samuel [Warwick] listed as a stone and marble mason in Pigot & Co.'s Directory of 

Cheshire … Warwickshire ..., 1828–29.

Calah (Caley) Francis [Shelford]  noted by M.W. Barley as a bricklayer fl. 1761–8, whose 

tombstones were recorded at Burton Joyce and Lowdham.

Campbell, William [Retford] listed as a stonemason in the Universal British Directory, 1791–8 as

of New Street.

CARRINGTON FAMILY active from 1801 to 1850 or later, apparently mainly based in 

Loughborough, but some also signed from Birmingham and Leicester.

Carrington, – [Birmingham] 1843 Hathern

Carrington, – [Leicester] 1831 Loughborough

Carrington, John [Loughborough] Tombstones Loughborough reports three stones dated 1829–

1835. 1841, 1842, 1855 LGM; 1843, 1846 Quorn; 1845, 1849, 1850 Hathern

Carrington, William [Loughborough] Tombstones Loughborough reports thirty-three stones dated

1801–1850, some of them from Baxter Gate.

Cartwright, Joshua Andrew [Castle Donington] listed as a stonemason in Pigot’s Directory of 

1828 and 1835, and Burgess ECM said he fl. 1816–76. There is a draft conveyance to him 

dated 44 June 1833 in LRO DG 1536/270. No signed tombstones seen.

Carver, – [Loughborough] Burgess ECM said he fl. 1751–97 1751 Loughborough

CASTELDINE FAMILY

Casteldine, Edward [Syston ] 1802 Skeffington C9

Castledine, Henry [Rearsby and/or Syston] recorded by Merriman as a schoolmaster at Syston , 

1720–1800, with signed tombs from Syston 1783-7 (in St Peter’s, Mountsorrel, Asfordby 

and Hathern), and others probably in the Wreake Valley 1783 to 1787. Burgess ECM said 

he fl. 1739–1818. 1780, 1793 Rearsby; 1781/1785, 1783/1818, 1786 Asfordby; 1781 



Brooksby; 1781Ratcliffe

Cave, Thomas [Husbands Bosworth]  listed as a stonemason in Pigot’s Directory of 1828 and 

1835.

Cave, William [Husbands Bosworth] listed as a stonemason in Pigot’s Directory of 1828 and 

1835. No signed tombstones seen.

Challands, W. [Grantham] Burgess ECM said he fl. 1818–62. 1825, 1847, 1860, 1873 Croxton 

Kerrial

Chamberlain, Robert [Newark] Burgess ECM said he fl. 1797–1850; and listed as a stonemason 

based in Balderton Gate, in Pigot’s Directory of Cheshire … etc., 1828–9.

Chanler, – [Hinkley] Burgess ECM reports him as fl. 1838–59.

Chaplin, Thomas [Warwick] listed as a stone and marble mason in Pigot & Co.'s Directory of 

Cheshire … Warwickshire ..., 1828–29.

Charles, William [Wymeswold] one (or a dynasty) of the outstanding stone engravers of the 

mid-eighteenth century. On 28 February 1703 he married Mary Grundy. By 1728 he was 

parish clerk in Wymeswold, and a churchwarden 1756–7. Burgess ECM notes him for 

dates 1708–64. M.W. Barley records 65 stones in Nottinghamshire, including 11 at 

Hickling, 4 at Bunny, and 5 at Edwalton. 5 signed stones dated 1729, 1733 to 1766 

Stanford on Soar, + 1735, 1752, Waltham on the Wolds; 1738, 1740/1757, 1754 Quorn; 

1737/1747, 1741 Ratcliffe; 1747 Rempstone; 1750 Bingham; 1750 Barwell; 1754 

Asfordby; 1760 Plumtree; 1761 Sutton Bonnington; 1755, 1758, 1759, 1759 Hickling;

Checketts, William [Leamington]  Burgess ECM reports him as fl. 1841–80.

Chinn, Matthew [Leamington] listed as a stone and marble mason in Pigot & Co.'s Directory of 

Cheshire … Warwickshire ..., 1828–29.

Clark, Augustus [Waltham on the Wolds] listed in the Commercial Directory of Leicester, 1861. 

No tombstone seen.

Clark, Thomas [? ] 1854, 1864 Bingham

CLARKE FAMILY OR FAMILIES

Clarke, Edward [Market Harborough] Burgess ECM records him as fl. 1800–40.

Clarke, John [Market Harborough]  a plasterer as well as being a stonemason. Burgess ECM 

records him as fl. 1738–92. 1770 Little Bowden; 1804, 1812 Great Bowden; 1809 Great 

Glen

Clarke, John [Lyddington] Burgess ECM reports him as fl. 1767–1841.

Clarke, Hugh/Joseph/Robert/ Thomas [Lyddington] listed as stonemasons in Pigot’s Directory, 

1841.

Clarke, Joseph [Lyddington] Burgess ECM reports him as fl. 1766–1843.

Clarke, Robert [Lyddington] Burgess ECM reports him as fl. 1778–1871.

Clarke, Robert jr. [Lyddington]  Burgess ECM reports him as fl. 1813–57.

Clarke, Samuel [Market Harborough] Burgess ECM records him as fl. 1800–68.



Clarke, William [Market Harborough] Burgess ECM records him as fl 1755–1831; Tombstones 

Loughboroughreports three stones dated 1786–1888.

Clarke, William [Burton on Trent] listed as a stonemason in White’s History, Gazetteer and 

Directory of Staffordshire, 1834.

Clarke, William [Tamworth] listed as a stonemason in White’s History, Gazetteer and Directory 

of Staffordshire, 1834.

Clarkson, Robert [Lyddington] listed as stonemason in Pigot’s Directory, 1841.

CLAY FAMILY

Clay, Henry [Leicester] listed as a stonemason in Millstone Lane, Leicester in the Leicester 

Directory of 1815 and in Pigot’s Directory of Leicester, 1822. ‘The Widow Clay’ was listed

from the same address as a stone and marble mason in the Leicester Directory of 1827. 

Burgess ECM said he fl. 1765–1826, and records a stone dated 1755 LSMy ; Tombstones 

Loughborough reports a stone dated 1798–1815.  1787 Kirkby Mallory; 1788 LSMn; 1816,

1816 LGM

Clay, John [Leicester] Burgess ECM reports him as died 1755.

Clay, John jr. [Leicester] Listed as a stonemason based in Friar Lane in the Leicester Directory of 

Bankers, Manufacturers and Tradesmen, 1794. 1804 King’s Norton # 6

Clayson, John [Nottingham] listed as a stone and marble mason in the Universal British 

Directory, 1791–8 as of Snenton Street.

Clayton, – [Darley Dale] Burgess ECM reports him as fl. 1822.

Clifford, – [? ] 1771  Twyford

COCKSHAW FAMILY

Cockshaw, Isaac [Leicester ]Burgess ECM records him as fl. 1829, and in the Leicester Directory 

of Bankers 1794 as working in Nicholas Street.

Cockshaw, John [Leicester] Burgess ECM records him as fl. 1781–1828.  1795/1829, 

1800/1837, 1808 LGM

Cole, James [Thrapston] Burgess ECM reports him as fl. 1791–1834.

Cole, John [Thrapston] Burgess ECM reports him as fl. 1736–1816.

Coleman, J. [Skeffington/Leicester] 1815 Skeffington CB4 , 1863 Skeffington E6, 1864 

Skeffington A30, 1880 Skeffington CE8; 1867 Illston B14, 1874 Illston B12 , 1874 Illston 

B3, 1884 Illston B11; [fromTyndale Street, Leicester] 1892–1902 Skeffington CE7; 1872 

Tugby; 1869, 1878  Goadby

Coleman, T. [? ] 1863 Skeffington A24; (possibly a mistake for J. Coleman).

Collin, G. [Leicester] working from 28 London Road. 1877 Great Glen B63, 1888 Skeffington 

CC5; 1889 Newtown Harcourt E45, 1890 Newtown Harcourt C5

Colling, William [Knipton] [Possibly related to the mason, later in Melton Mowbray and listed as 

a builder and stonemason there, in Wright’s  Directory of Leicestershire 1887–8.] 1851, 

1852, 1852, 1857, 1858, 1858, 1863, 1866, 1867, 1869, 1873 Croxton Kerrial; 1856 



Goadby Marwood

Colling, W [Melton Mowbray] 1890 Scalford; 1897/1901 Twyford; 1904–11 Pickwell; 1891 

Thorpe Arnold; 1904 Whissendine; 1893, Wyfordby; 1890/1895 Goadby Marwood; 

1904/1906 Ab Kettleby; 1871/1895 Asfordby; 1902 Great Dalby

COLLINGWOOD FAMILY

Collingwood & Son [Grantham] in Pigot’s Directory of …Lincolnshire, 1835 as stonemasons in 

Little Gonerby.

Collingwood, James Henry [Grantham] Burgess ECM records him as fl. 1806–59.

Collingwood, William [Grantham]  Burgess ECM records him as fl. 1741–1805.

Collingwood, William [Grantham]  Burgess ECM records him as fl. 1779–1847. 1837 Croxton 

Kerrial

COOK FAMILY

Cook, Charles [Rothwell] Burgess ECM records him as fl. 1743–1809.

Cook, George [Rothwell] Burgess ECM records him as fl. 1787–1846.

Cook, William [Rothwell] Burgess ECM records him as fl. 1810–59.

Cook, – [? ] 1809 Barwell; 1788/1791 Great Glen

Co–– [illegible] 1809  Glenfield; [possibly the Cook above]

COOPER FAMILY

Cooper, Charles [Ashby de la Zouch] Burgess ECM records him as fl. 1809–56; he was listed in 

Pigot’s Directory 1835 as in Kilwardy Street; and in the Directory of Yorkshire and Leics, 

1841, as a stonemason in Bath Street . No tombstones seen.

Cooper, Edwin [Ashby de la Zouch] listed in the Commercial Directory of Leicester, 1861 as a 

stonemason in Bath Street . No tombstones seen.

Corner, – [Hickling?] 1855, 1857/1860, 1859/1864, 1862, 1863/1885 Hickling; 1862/1868 

jointly signed with Swain of Long Clawson.

Coulson, Thomas [Barwell] listed by Burgess ECM as fl. 1726–60.

Cowlishaw, Joseph [Derby] listed as a stone and marble mason in Big Lane, in the Directory of 

Derbyshire, 1829.

COX FAMILY

Cox, F. [Wigston] 1900 Newtown Harcourt B6

Cox, J. [Leicester] 1797  Thurnby E12, 1801 Thurnby E5, 1803 Thurnby E13 ; 1802 Evington C5

Cox, William[Market Harborough]  listed by Burgess ECM as fl. 1804-53; n.d (early C19) 

Ratcliffe

Cragg, Thomas [Foston] Burgess ECM records him as fl. 1794.

Cresswell, John [Castle Donington] listed as a stonemason in Pigot’s Directory of 1828 and 

1835. No signed tombstones seen.



CRITCHLOW FAMILY

Critchlow, Robert/George/John [Bakewell] listed as stonemasons, in the Directory of Derbyshire,

1829.

Critchlow & Croyton [Bakewell]  listed as stonemasons, in the Directory of Derbyshire, 1829.

Curtis, – [? ] 1891/1895, 1897 Tugby

Daft, Robert [Nottingham/Castle Donington] listed by Burgess ECM as fl. 1803–16.

Dams, Richardson [Kettering/Market Harborough] listed by Burgess ECM as fl. 1797–1807.

Davis, James [Nottingham] listed in Glover’s Nottingham Directory of 1825 as a stonemason in 

Canal Street.

DAWKINS FAMILY

Dawkins, George [Rothwell] Burgess ECM records him as fl. 1731–91.

Dawkins, George [Rothwell] listed as a stonemason in Pigot’s Directory of Northamptonshire, 

1841.

Dawkins, William [Rothwell] Burgess ECM records him as fl. 1731–91.

Daykin, – [Nottingham] recorded by M.W. Barley as one of the stonecutters in the early 

nineteenth century, who ‘produced work which can be seen, but seldom admired, in 

churchyards around Nottingham.’

Dennis, Samuel [Nottingham] listed as a stonemason in the Universal British Directory 1794–8.

DEXTER FAMILY

Dexter, George [Leicester] listed by Burgess ECM as fl. 1736–87.

Dexter, John [Leicester] listed by Burgess ECM as fl. 1736–87.

Dickens, Rowland [Somerby] listed in the 1861 Commercial Directory as a stonemason, perhaps

a journeyman working for the Kitchens. No tombstones seen.

Dickinson, William [Branston] listed as a stonemason in Pigot’s Directory of … Lincolshire, 

1835.

Dobney, – [? ] 1831 Whissendine

Dolman, Joseph [Loughborough] listed by Burgess ECM for Melbourne as fl. 1801–15; 

Tombstones Loughborough reports six stones dated 1809–1821. 1815 Stanford on Soar

Dolphin, Thomas [Chesterfield]  listed as a stonemason, in the Directory of Derbyshire, 1829.

Doncaster, – [? ] 1823  Bingham

Dones, Charles [Lutterworth] listed in Pigot’s Directory of 1835 as a stonemason working from 

the Wood Market; Burgess ECM states as fl. 1795–1863.

DRAKE FAMILY

Drake, – [? ] 1824, 1825 Bingham

Drake, Adam [Easthorpe] listed as a stonemason in the Universal British Directory, 1791–8.

Drake, Francis [Uppingham] listed as a stonemason in Royal Oak Lane in Pigot’s Directory 



1828–9.

Drake, John [Uppingham] listed as a stonemason in The Pitts in Pigot’s Directory 1828–9.

Drake, R .[Nottingham] 1880 Bingham

Drake, S. [Melton Mowbray] 1863/1867, 1884/1906, 1906 Hickling; 1917/1931 Ab Kettleby; 

1924, 1927/1931 Little Dalby

Dunnicliff, Thomas [Melbourne? ] listed by Burgess ECM as of Melbourne, fl. 1781–1832. 1777 

Shepshed;

Dunton, – [? ] 1834 Broughton Astley

Durance, James/Joseph [Lincoln]  Burgess ECM records them as fl. 1826–50; listed as a  

stonemason in Pigot’s Directory of … Lincolnshire, 1835.

Eal, J. [Burton Overy] 1789/1791 Burton Overy B10

Earnshaw, Thomas [Nottingham] listed as a stone and marble mason in the Universal British 

Directory, 1791–8 as of Grey Friars Gate.

Easton G. [? ] 1812 Skeffington B13

Edenborough, J. [Dalby?] 1804 Dalby

Eglington, Samuel [Ashbourne] Burgess ECM records him as fl. 1766–80.

Eldridge, Thomas [Wigston?] Described by Burgess ECM as of Lubenham fl. 1820–35. 1819, 

1832 Fleckney

Ellingworth, T. [? ] 1813 Thurnby G72a

ELLIOTT FAMILY

Elliott, John [Ashby de la Zouch] recorded as a stonemason in Lower Church Street in the 

Commercial Directory of Leicester, 1861. No tombstones seen.

Elliott, Joseph [Market Harborough] Included by Burgess ECM as fl. 1798–1840.

Elliott, Joseph [Chesterfield]  listed as a stonemason, in the Directory of Derbyshire, 1829.

Elliott or Ellyott, Thomas [Peatling? ] described by Burgess ECM as of Peatling, 1759–1842. 

1804 Fleckney; 1836  Arnesby;

Elliott or Ellyott, Thomas [Peatling? ] described by Burgess ECM as of Peatling, 1787–1847.

Elliott, William [Ashby de la Zouch] recorded as a stonemason in Wood Street in the 

Commercial Directory of Leicester, 1861. No tombstones seen.

Everard, John [Attleborough] ]  Included by Burgess ECM as stonemason, fl. 1766–1839.

Everard, - [? ] 1815 Barwell

Falkner, – [Cranoe] 1833, 1838, 1843, 1846 Hallaton; 1843 Tugby

Fanson, R. [?] ] Included by Burgess ECM as stonemason of Stretton, fl. 1823

Ferrar, Charles [Thrapston] listed as a stonemason in Pigot’s Directory of Northamptonshire, 

1841.



FERRIMAN FAMILY

Ferriman, David Beale [Wymeswold] Included by Burgess ECM as stonemason, 1788–1829; 

presumably the father of Zaccheus, below. 1819–43  Glenfield

Ferriman, Zaccheus [Wymeswold]  in census of the 1851 census described as a painter and 

engraver, aged 38. He died 3 July 1861. He was listed as a painter in the P.O. Directory of 

1855, and in Drake’s Gazetteer and Directory  of1861. 1838, 1838/1839, 1839, 

1839/1847, 1840, 1848/1877, 1855, 1856/1876, 1860/1861 1864 Wymeswold; 1844, 

1849, 1849 Stanton on the Wolds; 1851 Gaddesby; 1859 Stanford on Soar

Finnes, Robert [Leicester] 1756 Mowsley

Finner, – [? ] 1843 Hallaton

FIRMADGE FAMILY

Firmadge [or Firmage], William [Leicester] described by Burgess ECM as of Scraptoft, 1726–90, 

he was a stone engraver of outstanding ability.

Firmadge, William [Leicester] Perhaps the son of WF above, he was listed as a stonemason 

based in High Street in the Leicester Directory of Bankers, Manufacturers and Tradesmen, 

1794. Described by Burgess ECM as of Leicester and Scraptoft, 1755–1836. Possibly some 

of the unsigned stones in Hungarton churchyard were also from his hand. 1724/1758 

Burton Overy; 1753 Hungarton; 1762 Thurnby J9; 1791 King’s Norton #64

Firn, John [Leicester] described by Burgess ECM as of Leicester, fl. 1834–75, John Firn is listed 

as a stone and marble mason at 28 Midland Street, Leicester in the Commercial Directory 

of Leics 1861. See also Lindley and Firn. 1860 King’s Norton # 4; 1866 Skeffington E1, 

1866 Skeffington E2

Fisher. George/Stephen [Newark]  Included by Burgess ECM as fl. 1843–51.

Fisher, J. [Derby] Tombstones Loughborough reports a stone dated 1842.

Fisher, James [Loughborough] Included by Burgess ECM as fl. 1791–1851. 1848, 1853 Quorn; 

1866 Stanford on Soar

Fisher, W. [Loughborough] reported in Tombstones Loughborough as a painter and engraver 

based in Churchgate, and lists 53 stones stone dated 1797 to 1856; see also Hodkinson & 

Fisher.

Foster, Thomas [Lincoln] listed as a stonemason in Pigot’s Directory of … Lincolnshire, 1835, 

Burgess ECM states fl. 1822–38.

Fotherby, William [Lincoln] listed as a stonemason in Pigot’s Directory of … Lincolnshire, 1835.

Fowers, Thomas [Derby] listed as a stone and marble mason in Bridge Street, in the Directory of 

Derbyshire, 1829.

Fox, Thomas William [Croxton Kerrial] recorded in Wright’s Directory of Leicestershire 1887–8 

as a woodcarver and gravestone cutter, but I have not seen any tombs signed by him.

Freer, S. [? ] 1851 Wistow C52; 1852 Wistow C60, 1852 Wistow C70

Froggott, – [Loughborough?]  Tombstones Loughborough reports three stones dated 1804–1842.



Fryer, – [Orston] 1841  Bingham

Fullalove, R. [‘of Belton’] Included by Burgess ECM as fl. 1753 (but at which village in 

Leicestershire, Rutland or Lincolnshire ?)

Gee, Robert [Lutterworth] listed as a stonemason and engraver in Wood Market, in Pigot’s 

Directory of 1835.

GILBERT FAMILY

Gilbert, Henry [Stamford] listed as a stonemason in Pigot’s Directory of … Lincolnshire, 1835.

Gilbert, S. [? ] Included by Burgess ECM as of Breedon on the Hill fl. 1836.

Gilbert, Thomas [Great Bowden]  Included by Burgess ECM as fl. 1811–74. 1838, 1847/1881, 

1851, 1857, 1859, 1863, 1865, 1867 Great Bowden

Gilbert, William [Great Bowden]  Included by Burgess ECM as fl. 1783–1853. 1827, 1836, 

1837 Great Bowden

Glenn, – [Hose]  a competent engraver, with an unusual repertoire of letter forms. Included by 

Burgess ECM as fl. 1835–9. 1841 Wyfordby.; 1845, 1845, 1855 Croxton Kerrial.; 

1837/1842 Goadby  Marwood; 1866/1875 Ab Kettleby; 1869, 1875 Scalford

Goodacre, George [Wymeswold] listed in the 1861 census as a painter and engraver, aged 21, 

at the same Wymeswold address as Ferriman (and perhaps was his journeyman?). No 

tombstones seen.

Goodliff, John [Weldon] listed as stonemasons in Pigot’s Directory of Northamptonshire, 1841.

Goodman, – [?] Included by Burgess ECM as of Kibworth Harcourt, fl. 1838–40.

Granger, John [Nottingham] listed as a stone and marble mason in the Universal British 

Directory, 1791–8 and in Glover’s Nottingham Directory of 1825 as of Tolhouse Hill. 

Included by Burgess ECM as fl. 1804–32.  1796 Bingham; 1832 Wymeswold

Greaves, W. [Hungarton] 1830/1835 Evington F22, 1840/1849 Evington E6, 1868/1883  

Evington E4; 1843, 1864, 1876, 1878 Hungarton; 1855, 1872/1878, 1874 Twyford; 1862 

Bushby; 1862 Thurnby C2, 1875 Keyworth; 1879 Illston B4, 1880 Illston

GREEN FAMILY

Green, Inigo [Great Ponton] listed by Burgess ECM as fl. 1805–28.

Green, William/George/ James [Denton] Burgess ECM lists them of Denton, fl. 1783–1873. 

1811 Croxton Kerrial; 1845 Ab Kettleby : [a different man?]

[As Caves' fieldwork seemingly did not extend to Lincolnshire or Nottinghamshire note that

'Green Denton' is very common on C19th headstones in South Kesteven.  The Green 

family also signed memorials in south-eastern Nottinghamshire as well as parishes in north-

east Leicestershire. Although I have not kept a record of names, signed slate headstones are

also encountered throughout the northern half of Northamptonshire.  Bob Trubshaw.]

Gresley, – [? ] listed by Burgess ECM as of Carlton and Congerstone, fl. 1824–46.

Groby Quarry 1831, 1874, 1876, 1880 Anstey; 1860 Glenfield



Grundy , Henry Carver [Loughborough] listed by Burgess ECM as fl. 1846–55. He was listed as 

a painter and gravestone engraver in Baxter Gate, in the Commercial Directory of Leicester

for 1861. Tombstones Loughborough reports four stones dated 1832–1856. 1838, 1856 

South Croxton; 1860 Waltham on the Wolds; 1865 Quorn; + 3 stones dated 1847–1863 

Stanford on Soar

Guess, Valentine [? ] listed by Burgess ECM as of Dalby, fl. 1780–85. 1786 Rotherby

H., J. [? ] Possibly John Henderson, qv. Tombstones Loughborough reports two stones dated 

1791–1793.

Hack, Henry [Loughborough ] listed by Burgess ECM as fl. 1814–50; Tombstones Loughborough

reports thirteen stones dated 1794 to 1849, which suggests that the firm was of two 

generations. 1821 LGM; 1830 Shepshed; 1834/1848 Quorn; 1838 LSMg; 1840 

Wymeswold; 1841 Loughborough

Haddon, – [Burbage?] listed by Burgess ECM as of Burbage and Atherstone, fl. 1867–1904.

HALL FAMILY

Hall, J. [? ] 1760 Pickwell

Hall, James E. [Nottingham] included in the Nottingham Annual Register 1840 as working in 

Canal Street; listed by Burgess ECM as fl. 1841–45.

Hall, Joseph [Derby] listed by Burgess ECM as fl. 1814–74.

Hall, S. [Nottingham] 1816 Bingham

Hallam, John [Pleasley] listed as a stonemason in Pigot’s Directory of Cheshire … etc., 1828–9.

Hannaford, – [? ] listed by Burgess ECM as of Holwell, fl. 1824.

HARDY FAMILY

There were slate-engraving members of the Hardy family based in Frisby on the Wreake for fifty 

years or more; listed by Burgess ECM as fl. 1807–50: Joel Hardy and Joseph Hardy (of the 

same dates. Perhaps the twentieth century firm based in Leicester was connected.

Hardy , James/Joel  [Frisby] 1805, 1807 Melton Mowbray; 1808, 1835/1841, 1842, 1844, 

1846, 1846, Great Dalby; 1813, 1819, 1824, 1825, 1828, 1830, 1831, 1831, 1831,1832,

1832, 1833/1839, 1834/1839, 1842, 1842, 1843, 1843, 1844, 1846/1849, 1847, 1849, 

1850/1857, 1851, 1852/1857, 1852, 1853, 1853, Asfordby; 1821 Wistow C5; 1828, 

1835, Scalford; 1831, 1831, 1840, Brooksby; 1836 Rotherby; 1841/1845, 1846 

Gaddesby; 1827 Grimston; 1824, 1837 Ab Kettleby

Hardy, – [Leicester] 1901/1932 Glenfield

Harper, – [? ] 1755  Goadby

Harrold, – [Hinkley] listed by Burgess ECM as fl. 1851–85.

HARSTON FAMILY listed by Burgess ECM as Edward/George/John/Robert as of Newark, fl. 

1771–1831.  Several people surnamed Harston worked in the same area of north 

Leicestershire and using similar styles of lettering.  1779, 1790, 1794, 1804, 1807, 



1811/1825, 1817/1822, 1823, 1829 Croxton Kerrial

H[arston], E. [? ] 1780, 1791 Croxton Kerrial; 1791 Freeby

H[arston], J[ohn] [?] 1808, 1810 Croxton Kerrial

H[arston], Robert [Newark] listed in the Universal British Directory 1794–8 as a painter and 

engraver. 1817, 1831 Croxton Kerrial

Hart, – [Bassingham] listed by Burgess ECM as fl. 1788–1851.

Harvey, John [Nottingham] recorded by M.W. Barley as one of the stonecutters in the early 

nineteenth century, who ‘produced work which can be seen, but seldom admired, in 

churchyards around Nottingham.’

Hassell, E. [Wigston] 1870 Wistow C18; 1876 Great Glen G51 ,1889 Newtown Harcourt B12, 

1899 Newtown Harcourt B13

Hastie, George [Nottingham] listed as a stone and marble mason in the Universal British 

Directory, 1791–8, and in Glover’s Nottingham Directory, 1825, as of Glasshouse Lane.

Hawley, F. [Melton Mowbray] 1767 Ab Kettleby; 1786–92 Freeby

Hawley, George [Colsterworth] 1839 Garthorpe

Hawley, James [Nottingham] listed as a stone and marble mason in the Universal British 

Directory, 1791–8 as of Warser Gate.

Hawley & Burton [Nottingham] listed in Glover’s Nottingham Directory of 1825 as stonemasons

in Woolpack Lane.

Hawthorn, Joseph [Kettering] listed as a stonemason in Pigot’s Directory of Northamptonshire, 

1841.

Haycock, E. & Sons [Great Glen]  1901/1915 Burton Overy B12

HAYES FAMILY

Related to the Kitchen family of stonemasons of Somerby, the Hayes started work in Somerby and

later in Melton Mowbray. George was listed in Wright’s Directory of Leicestershire 1887–8

as a stonemason in Norman Street MM.; Wright’s Directory of Leicestershire 1887–8 lists 

Henry as a stonemason in Somerby with his son Walter in partnership as ‘Hayes & Son’; 

and James Hayes in 1861 was also as a stonemason in Somerby. It is very likely that the 

lists of work assigned to the different branches of the family include some muddles.

Hayes, – [Melton Mowbray] 1846/1864, 1855, 1865, 1866/1886, 1896, 1899, 1907, 

1911/1913 Little Dalby; 1863 Melton Mowbray; 1884/1900 Asfordby; 1876/1887, 

1879/1914, 1891, 1894, 1896 Scalford; 1910, 1928 Pickwell; 1888/1896 Wymondham

Hayes, – [Somerby] 1851/1857 Braunston in Rutland; 1853 Burrough on the Hill; 1855 Cold 

Overton; 1855/1858 Knossington; ‘1808’/1853, 1838/1855, 1850 Owston

Hayes, A. E. [Somerby] 1912 Little Dalby; 1902, 1905/1909, 1908/1925 Somerby; 1875 

Twyford

Hayes, George [Melton Mowbray]  1851 Owston; 1847, 1897, 1898, 1899/1914, 1902 

Somerby; 1898 Pickwell; 1900 Great Dalby



Hayes, Henry [Somerby] 1898, 1896/1899 1900/1922 Pickwell; 1869, 1899, 1900 Somerby

Hayes Jr. [Somerby] 1886 Pickwell

Hayes, James [Somerby] 1850 Owston

Haywood, W. [Nottingham? ] M.W. Barley reports 12 stones in East Leake and Gotham. 1742 

Gotham; 1742 West Bridgford; 1747 Rempstone; 1749 Plumtree; 1750 Ratcliffe; 1750 

Stanton on the Wolds

Heap, – [?] Tombstones Loughborough reports a stone dated 1850/1856.

Heath, Robert [Leek] listed as a stonemason in White’s History, Gazetteer and Directory of 

Staffordshire, 1834.

Henderson, John [Loughborough?] Tombstones Loughborough reports six stones dated 1761–

1814. 

Henson, William [Kettering] listed as a stonemason in Pigot’s Directory of Northamptonshire, 

1841.

Herbert, A [Melton Mowbray] 1885/1918, 1918 Melton Mowbray; 1913, 1917 Great Dalby

Hewson, Joseph [Lincoln] listed by Burgess ECM as fl. 1822.

Hibbins, Robert/ William [Ketton] listed by Burgess ECM as fl. 1765–85 (WH) and 1805–65 

(RH).

Hibbitt, John [Colsterworth] 1845 Melton Mowbray

Hill , Jonathan [Syston] listed as a stonemason in Drake’s Gazetteer and Directory of 1861. 

1842 Beeby; 1846 Great Dalby; 1856–94 Little Dalby; 1896 Lowesby; 1896 Kirkby 

Mallory

Hill, James / William [Great Easton]Included by Burgess ECM as fl. 1727–63.

Hilton, J. [Leicester] of Waterloo Street 1895 Great Glen B13; 1899 Evington; 1899 Carlton 

Curlieu #28; 1899 Illston C26a; 1904 Thurnby B11

HIND FAMILY [Swithland]

The Hind family were lessees of the Swithland slate quarry by 1680, and there until 1811, and 

worked another nearby quarry from 1811 to 1849. A great proportion of Swithland 

tombstones came from their quarries, and no doubt many of the unsigned stones were 

engraved by their employees, but surprisingly few of those signed bear the name Hind.

Hind, – [Nottingham] recorded by M.W. Barley as one of the stonecutters in the early 

nineteenth century, who produced work which can be seen, but seldom admired, in 

churchyards around Nottingham.’

Hind, – [Swithland] Tombstones Loughborough reports twenty-six stones dated 1761–1833. 

1789 Hathern;1791 Stanford on Soar;

Hind, H. [Swithland] 1793  LSMg; 1761/1785, 1793 Loughborough; 1821 LSL; 1843 LSMn

Hind, – [Swithland] Tombstones Loughborough reports twenty-six stones dated 1761–1833.

Hind junior, – [Swithland]  Tombstones Loughborough reports a stone dated 1781–85.

Hodkinson, – [Loughborough?]  Tombstones Loughborough reports a stone dated 1810.



Hodkinson & Fisher [Loughborough?] Tombstones Loughborough reports nine stones dated 

1743–1848. See also J. Fisher and W. Fisher.

Holt, Thomas, & Son [Grantham]  in Pigot’s Directory of …Lincolnshire, 1835 as stonemasons 

in Market Place.

Holworthy, James [Market Bosworth] Included by Burgess ECM as fl. 1746–1810.

Horn, Charles [Thrapston] listed by Burgess ECM as fl. 1808–18.

Horner, Edward [Kettering] listed as a stonemason in Pigot’s Directory of Northamptonshire, 

1841.

Horspool, – [Hungarton ] 1829/1839 Hungarton; 1845/1885 Bushby; 1847/1865 Thurnby C20, 

1852 Lowesby

Hubbard, – [Melton Mowbray] 1842 , 1847 Melton Mowbray; ; 1843 Ab Kettleby; 1844 

Burrough on the Hill; 1852/1854 Scalford; 1851 Thrussington

Huddlestone, William ]Lincoln] listed by Burgess ECM as fl. 1848–54..

Huff, – jr. [Oakham] 1816 Knossington

HULL FAMILY

Family members based in Leicester and Loughborough for much of the nineteenth century. See 

also Pollard and Shenton.

Hull, Samuel [Loughborough] Listed in Pigot’s Directory of Yorkshire, Leics (1835) as a 

stonemason in Leicester Road, Loughborough. Tombstones Loughborough reports 

thirty-eight stones dated 1779 to 1857.

Hull, Samuel [Leicester/ Loughborough ] Listed in Pigot’s Directory of Yorkshire, Leics (1841) as 

a stone and marble mason in Granby Gate. Included by Burgess ECM as fl. 1819–75. He is

listed with an Leicester Road, Loughborough address in Pigot’s  Directory of 1835. 1761 

LAS; 1811Great Glen A1, 1846 Great Glen A2; 1796, 1833, 1834, 1834/1850, 1835, 

1835, 1836/1842, 1837, 1838, 1838, 1838, 1842, 1843, 1844/1851, 1844/1848, 1845, 

1847/1878, 1848, 1848 LGM; 1834 Belgrave; 1834 Foston no. 15; 1838/1841 

ThurnbyK3a; 1841 Skeffington A2, 1853/1854 Skeffington B20; 1842 Illston A49; 1844 

Burton Overy

Hull, [William] Henry and W. [Loughborough] Listed in Pigot’s Directory of Yorkshire, Leics 

(1841) as stone and marble masons in Leicester Road, and in later directories for 1861 and 

1887–8 as stone and marble masons. Tombstones Loughborough reports two stones dated 

1849–1857. 1815 Burton Overy; 1819, 1833, 1832/1847, 1833, 1845, 1865/1874 Quorn;

1843 Hickling; 1846 Fleckney; 3 stones dated from 1843 to 1901 Stanford on Soar; 1862 

Wymeswold

Hull & Pollard [Leicester ?] listed as a stonemason in Pigot’s Directory of Leics 1828. This 

partnership perhaps predated the work of Hull working on his own behalf, after the earlier 

partnership of Pollard and Shenton, qv.. Tombstones Loughborough reports two stones 

dated 1826 to 1842. 1795, 1831 Thurcaston; 1818/1825, 1821, 1821, 1821, 1822, 1822, 



1823, 1825, 1827, 1827, 1827, 1827, 1828, 1829, 1831,  LGM; 1818 King’s Norton # 

59, 1825 King’s Norton # 54; 1829 Illston A24, 1830 Illston A19; 1821/1828, 1831 

Quorn; 1822, 1828 Burton Overy; 1834 LSMg; 1804–20, 1807/1820 Hallaton

Huskinson, S. [Bingham] 1862, 1869, 1877, 1878, 1880, 1886, 1887, 1887, 1887, 1893 

Bingham

J., W. [? ] 1829 Thrussington

J. and S 1769 Bingham; possibly a misreading of J. S[parrow], which see.

Jackson, George [Mountsorrel] listed in Pigot’s Directory of 1835 as a stonemason.

Jackson, Henry [Lincoln] listed by Burgess ECM as fl. 1804–49; also listed in Pigot’s Directory of

… Lincolnshire, 1835.

Janney, Joseph [Matlock] listed as a stonemason, in the Directory of Derbyshire, 1829.

Jee, William Taylor [Leicester]  Listed in Wright’s Directory of Leicestershire 1887–8 as a 

stonemason based in Rutland Street Leicester.  1878, 1882, 1888/1900 [+ more] Braunston

in Rutland; 1886/1916 Newtown Harcourt E29; 1825 Great Glen B41, 1884/1889 

Thurnby B10, 1898/1907 Thurnby C25, 1899 Thurnby C21; 1888/1899 Great Glen B28, 

1891 Great Glen A13, 1904/1922 Great Glen B50; 1884/1889  Thurnby B10; 1898/1907, 

1898 Bushby; 1899 Illston C36; 1908 Glenfield

Jeffs, John [Towcester] listed by Burgess ECM as fl. 1791–1867.

JELLEY FAMILY

Jelley, – [? ] 1846 Thurnby C22

Jelley, George [Kenilworth] listed by Burgess ECM as fl. 1816–58.

Jelley, Robert [Nuneaton] listed as a stone and marble mason in Pigot & Co.'s Directory of 

Cheshire … Warwickshire ... 1828–29.

Jennison, William [New Lenton] ]  included in the Nottingham Annual Register 1840 as a 

stonemason.

Jephcott, – [? ] Included by Burgess ECM as of Braunstone fl. 1829.

JOHNSON FAMILY

Johnson, – [Swithland] 1825 LGM

Johnson, – [Bitteswell?] ] Included by Burgess ECM as fl. 1851–67.

Johnson, – [Gilmorton?] ] Included by Burgess ECM as fl. 1851–67.

Johnson, George/John/Thomas [Welford] Included by Burgess ECM as fl. 1819–74. 1822/1844, 

1845 Husbands Bosworth

Johnson, James Henry [Leicester] Included by Burgess ECM as fl. 1840–78; listed as a 

stonemason in Drake’s Gazetteer and Directory (1861). 1875 Glenfield

Johnson, Joseph [Lichfield] listed as a stonemason in White’s History, Gazetteer and Directory 

of Staffordshire, 1834.



Johnson, Joseph [Gilmorton] Included by Burgess ECM as fl. 1852–92; recorded as a stone 

engraver in Pigot’s Directory of Yorkshire, Leics,  1841. No signed tombstone seen.

Johnson, J. W. [Melton Mowbray]  Included by Burgess ECM as fl. 1838–57.

Johnson, Robert Winter [Melton Mowbray] listed in the Commercial Directory of Leicester, 

1861, as based in Burton End 1834 Pickwell; 1844 Wyfordby.

Johnson, Valentine [Nottingham]  Included by Burgess ECM as fl. 1803–48.

Johnson, William Henery [Northampton] [Kettering] listed as a stonemason, plasterer and 

cement dealer, in Pigot’s Directory of Northamptonshire, 1841.

Jones, Ebenezer [Mountsorrel] Included by Burgess ECM as fl. 1754–99.

Jones, John [Bingham] 1786, 1790, 1793, 1793, 1794, 1797, 1798, 1800, 1806, 1806, 1810, 

1818, 1819, 1820, 1821, 1822, 1822, 1822, 1823, 1823, 1824, 1826, 1827, 1829, 1830,

1831, 1833, 1835 Bingham; 1800 Croxton Kerrial; 1809 Stanton on the Wolds; 

1811/1847/1855 [a different Jones?], 1815 Freeby; 1816 Garthorpe

K., D. [? ] 1765 Thurnby E4, 1766 Thurnby E3 [a member of the Kirk family?]

Kiddey, John [Sandiacre] ] listed as a stonemason and grocer, in the Directory of Derbyshire, 

1829. Included by Burgess ECM as fl. 1800–69.

Kiddey, Thomas [Sandiacre] Included by Burgess ECM as fl. 1802–59. 1825–37 Loughborough; 

1845, 1857 Stanford on Soar

Kilpack, James [Dunton Bassett? ] Included by Burgess ECM as of Lutterworth, fl. 1814–68. 

1841 Great Glen B64

Kinnes, Robert [Leicester? ] Included by Burgess ECM as fl. 1741–6. 1755 Belgrave

KIRK FAMILY

Stonemasons active in Leicester for sixty or seventy years from the late eighteenth century. 

William, Charles and Samuel Kirk were all listed as stonemason in Pigot’s Directory of 

Leics 1828.

Kirk, Charles [Leicester] Included by Burgess ECM as fl. 1838-51, and listed as a stonemason in 

Welford Road in Pigot’s Directory of 1835. 1815 Wistow C68; 1820 Foston no. 32

Kirk, Samuel [Leicester] listed as a stonemason in Welford Road in Pigot’s Directory of 1835. 

1829 LGM

Kirk, W. & C. [Leicester] 1819 Evington

Kirk, W. B. [Wigston ] 1771 Thurnby J10; 1774 Belgrave; 1743 Burton Overy G13,1776 Burton 

Overy A24, 1779 Burton Overy A32. 1779 Burton Overy L5, 1762/1784 Burton Overy 

B26, 1806 Burton Overy B48; 1771 Bushby; 1787 Wistow C33, 1793 Wistow C43, 1793 

Wistow C41, 1807 Wistow C44, 1808 Wistow C40, 1808 Wistow C50, 1815 Wistow C 

54, 1816 Wistow C53, 1816  Wistow C55; 1788/1791 Thurnby G85; 1805 Thurnby G86 ;

1801/1817, 1803, 1805, 1808 Fleckney; 1810 Arnesby

Kirk, William [Leicester] Included by Burgess ECM as fl. 1748–1821; and another WK included 



by Burgess ECM as fl. 1838–51. Listed in Pigot’s Directory of Yorkshire, Leics (1822 and 

1835) as a stone and marble mason in Welford Road, Leicester, and 1841 in King Street. 

1760 Evington;1832 LSMg; 1834/1835 LGM;

KITCHEN FAMILY [Somerby] a family of masons and letter-cutters who were based in Somerby 

for the period from about 1820 till the end of the century. The census records for 1841 

showed that William Kitchen I was born about 1797; his elder son William II was born in 

1826, and a younger son George in 1833 (and daughters). William I is not in the 1851 

census, by which time running the business had passed to William II; and he and his wife 

(born in Braunston in Rutland) had another son William III was born in 1852. The 

Commercial Directory of Leicester 1861 records WK as Parish Clerk and a stonemason, 

and WK his son as also a stonemason. Wright’s Directory of Leicestershire 1887–8 records 

WK senior [+ WK III] as a stonemason, and WM, his son, as Secretary to the Somerby Gas 

Light and Coke Co.

Kitchen, William [Somerby] 1820 Oakham; 1832, 1854 Braunston in Rutland; 1811/1836, 

1820/1842, 1839, 1849/1853, 1850/1861, 1852, 1852, 1855, 1857/1858, 1859, 1864, 

1869/1871, 1871, 1873, 1878 Burrough on the Hill; 1830/1832/1843, 1845/1848/1858, 

1849, 1849, 1850, 1863, 1863, 1866/1866/1870, 1889 Cold Overton; 1868, 1866/1869, 

1874/1888/1891 Hungarton; 1810/1827, 1830, 1840, 1868 Knossington; 1826, 

1826/1838 Langham; ; 1827/1840, 1830, 1833, 1833/1848, 1835, 1837, 1840, 

1842/1844, 1845, 1850, 1851, 1852, 1852, 1853/1865, 1854, 1854, 1879, 1888, Little 

Dalby; 1865 Lowesby; 1871 Great Dalby; very regularly from about 1820 [needs 

checking]  to the 1890s; 1828, 1834, 1835, 1836, 1837, 1840, 1840, 1848/1853, 1850, 

1851, 1851, 1852, 1853/1865, 1854, 1854, 1854, 1855, 1857, 1858, 1858/1859, 1860, 

1861, 1868, 1870, 1872/1876, 1875, 1877, 1879, 1885/1895,1887, 1890, 1890/1877, 

1896/1884, Owston; [possibly intermingled with Pickwell entries] 1836/1841, 1879 

Pickwell; last date note on a joint tombstone of 1889/1910, total 52 in Somerby; 1832, 

1860, 1962, 1874 Twyford; 1826/1851, 1847, 1847 Whissendine

Kitchen, F. [Somerby] 1880, 1905/1905 Somerby

Kiteley, William [Scaldwell] Included by Burgess ECM as fl. 1791–1846.

Knapp, T. [Kibworth] 1864  Great Glen G1.

Knight, – [Bulwell] Included by Burgess ECM as fl. 1809–43.

Knight, – [Leicester] of Station Street. 1886 Newtown Harcourt C8,

Knight, John [New Radford] included in the Nottingham Annual Register 1840 as a stonemason.

LAMB FAMILY

Lamb, Francis [Bottesford] Included by Burgess ECM as fl. 1738–1817. 1755 Bingham; 1758, 

1763 Bottesford; 1763 Flawborough

Lamb, George [Bottesford] Included by Burgess ECM as fl. 1743–70. 1759 Elston



Lamb, J. [? ] 1761 Croxton Kerrial

Langley, George Edward [Bingham]  a painter, gilder and engraver. 1831, 1852, 1852, 1854, 

1856, 1856, 1857, 1857, 1857, 1859, 1861, 1862, 1864 Bingham

Langton, William [Gilmorton?]  Included by Burgess ECM as fl. 1779–1821. 1798 Foston no. 35

Law, George [Lutterworth] Included by Burgess ECM as fl. 1798–1870.

Law, Richard [Lutterworth] Included by Burgess ECM as fl. 1818–85.

Lee – [Wymondham]  1844 Wymondham

Lee, J. [Bedworth] Included by Burgess ECM as fl. [dates omitted by Cave. Bob T.]

LEWIN FAMILY : another family name which appears as a signature on tombstones from about 

1765 until late Victorian times. I have been unable to work out all the places at which 

family members worked, but the Leicestershire directories for 1855 and 1861 listed W. 

Lewin as an engraver and grazier in Billesdon.

Lewin ‘of Syston’ 1765 Sutton Bonnington

Lewin, J. [South Croxton] Included by Burgess ECM as of Evington, fl. 1749–75.  1758/1779; 

1789/1799, 1783 Hungarton; 1768, 1770, 1775 Ratcliffe; 1771 Twyford; 1773 Skeffington

B17, 1785 Skeffington B16, 1785 Evington C11; 1801 Lowesby; 1809, 1818, 1833, 

1843/1848, 1845 Illston; 1811, 1843 LSMg; 1825 Owston; 1828 Tugby

Lewin, J. [Billesdon] 1809 Illston A14, 1818 Illston A12, 1828 Illston A39 , 1833 Illston A40 , 

1845 IllstonA21, 1843/1848 Illston A54, 1845 Illston A21; 1828 King’s Norton # 60; 

1841/1847 Lowesby; 1875/1933 Great Glen A46

Lewin, L. [South Croxton?] 1777 Skeffington B8

Lewin, William [Leicester] Included by Burgess ECM as of Leicester, fl. 1841–53.

Lewin, William [Billesdon] recorded in the Directories of 1851 and 1855 as an engraver and 

grazier. 1855/1875 Lowesby; 1839, 1867, 1866/1879, 1867, 1896 Goadby; 1853 Great 

Glen B65; 1879 Illston A4 , 1883–1916 Illston A2

Lewitt, – [?] 1792 Evington B14; [possibly a misreading of Lewin?]

Lewis, H. & W. [Nottingham] 1848 Loughborough

Lindley, Charles [Mansfield] listed as a stonemason in Pigot’s Directory of Cheshire … etc., 

1828–9.

Lindley, James [Mansfield] listed as a stonemason in Pigot’s Directory of Cheshire … etc., 1828–

1829.

Lindley, Warran [Leicester] Listed as a stonemason in Drake’s Gazetteer and Directory (1861). 

1857/1873 Burrough on the Hill ; 1873/1879 King’s Norton # 9, 1878–/1917 King’s 

Norton 50; 1875/1916 Shearsby

Lindley & Firn [Leicester] John Firn is listed as a stone and marble mason in Midland Street 

Leicester in the Commercial Directory of Leics 1861. 1839 Bushby; 1839 Thurnby; 1839 

Thurnby J14

Linnell, G. A. [? ] 1898-9 Croxton Kerrial



Linton, Robert [Chesterfield] listed as a stonemason in New Square, in the Directory of 

Derbyshire, 1829.

Littler, George [Wellingborough]  listed as a stonemason in Pigot’s Directory of 

Northamptonshire, 1841.

Longdin, John [Darley Dale] recorded by Burgess as died 1767.

Lord , – [Burbage? ] Included by Burgess ECM as fl. 1847–1901 1890 Barwell

Loseby, John [Billesden] listed in the P.O. Directory 1855 as an engraver and grazier, and as an 

engraver in the Commercial Directory of Leics 1861.  1832, 1837, 1838, 1844, 1847, 

1851, 1854 Tugby; 1831 Skeffington E3, 1832 Skeffington C19, 1833 Skeffington C12, 

1857 Skeffington E7; 1837 King’s Norton #28, 1863 King’s Norton # 41; 1839, 1853, 

1858 Lowesby

Loseby, W. [Billesden] listed in Pigot’s Directory 1855 as a bricklayer.  1845 Skeffington B4 , 

1856 Skeffington A13

Lucas, Gideon Harris [Peterborough] listed as a stonemason in Pigot’s Directory of 

Northamptonshire, 1841.

Ludlam, – [? ] 1841 Great Glen A27

M., T. [? ] Tombstones Loughborough reports two stones dated from 1779 to 1809.

Mabbott, William [Bingham] Noted by Burgess ECM as fl.1840–43.  1822, 1833, 1839, 1840, 

1840, 1841, 1841, 1845 Bingham

Mabbott & Cliff [?] 1821  Bingham

McCracken, W. [Leicester ] Included by Burgess ECM as fl. 1820–61; listed as a stonemason in 

Drake’s Gazetteer and Directory (1861). 1820, 1829 LSMg; 1841, 1848, 1855 LGM; 1844

Skeffington B6; 1853 LSMy

McPherson, – [Nottingham] 1830, 1868, 1871 Bingham

Malin and Parrott [Leicester] listed as stonemasons in York Street in Pigot’s Directory of 1828 

and 1835. See also Parrott. 1828 King’s Norton # 34

Margetts, T. [Rushden] Included by Burgess ECM as fl. 1825–53.

Marks, – [? ] n.d.  Oakham

Marples, Samuel [Melbourne] ] listed as a stonemason, in the Directory of Derbyshire, 1829; 

included by Burgess ECM as fl. 1808–38.

MARSHALL FAMILY

Marshall, – [? ] 1834  Bingham

Marshall, Isaac/James [Belper]  listed as stonemasons, in the Directory of Derbyshire, 1829.

Marshall, Matthew [Hucknell] listed as a stonemason in Pigot’s Directory of Cheshire … etc., 

1828–9.

Marshall, Richard [Belper] Included by Burgess ECM as fl. 1806–17.



Marshall, Richard [Newark] listed as a stonemason working from Castle Gate, in Pigot’s 

Directory of Cheshire  … etc., 1828–9. 1856 Bingham

Marshall, Robert [Nottingham] listed as a stone and marble mason in the Universal British 

Directory, 1791–8 as of London Road.

Marshall, W. [Leicester] 1852/1901 Thurnby C27, 1894 Thurnby H14, 1894, 1901 Bushby

Maskrey, – [Derby] Included by Burgess ECM as fl. 1827–32.

Mason, – [Rearsby] 1798, c.1800 Hallaton; 1805, 1823 Twyford; 1819 Brooksby; 1821 

Rearsby; 1830 Gaddesby; 1830 LSMg 

Mason, John [Kibworth] Included by Burgess ECM as fl. 1854–80. 1878 Carlton Curlieu #44; 

1889–99 Illston C33, 1893 Illston C27

Mathews, – [Market Harborough]  1893/1901 Illston C34

Matthews, Samuel B. [Wigston] Included by Burgess ECM as fl. 1816–66; described as ‘late of 

Ward, Oadby’ in an Evington stone of 1891–3.  1888  Great Glen A9 ; 1888, 1895 

Arnesby; 1882 Foston no. 10; 1893 Foston no. 38; 1891/1893 Evington F13

Mellor, Ferdinand [Loughborough]  1922 Stanford on Soar

Middleton, John [Towcester] Included by Burgess ECM as fl. 1749–1805.

Miller, William [Little Gonerby]  Included by Burgess ECM as fl. 1820–52.

Mitchell, H. [?] Tombstones Loughborough reports six stones dated 1784 to 1804.  1784 

Loughborough

Mitchell, Henry [Tamworth] listed as a stonemason in White’s History, Gazetteer and Directory 

of Staffordshire, 1834.

Moffat, C. [Bingham?] 1849 Bingham

Moore, Joseph [Syston] Included by Burgess ECM as fl. 1754.

Moore, Thomas [Ripley] ] listed as a stonemason, in the Directory of Derbyshire, 1829.

Morley, – [? ] 1866–91  Hinkley; 1882 Barwell

Morris, C. [Leicester] 1883 Evington D12

Morris, M. [? ] 1869 Thurnby

Morriss & Weaver [Leicester] 1855/1869 Kirkby Mallory

MORTIN FAMILY Burgess ECM records Ellis, John and Thomas Mortin as fl. 1800–41.

Mortin, – [? ] Tombstones Loughborough reports twenty stones dated 1809–1850.

Mortin, – [Loughborough ]  Tombstones Loughborough reports a stone dated 1810–15.

Mortin, John [Leicester ] listed as a stone and marble mason in Market Street, Leicester in Pigot’s

Directory (1828, 1835 and 1841), but it seems the firm was already old by then, and there 

were also some stones signed from Loughborough. 1789 LSMn; 1812, 1816 LAS; 1822 

LSMg; 1832/1847 Bushby ; 1838, 1839 LGM; 1817 Stanford on Soar; 1847 Thurnby B19,

Morton, Thomas [Loughborough] listed as a stonemason in Mill Street, in Pigot’s Directory of 

Leics 1828

Moult, C. [? ] 1868 Wymeswold



Neal, H. [Burton Overy] 1803 Burton Overy A38; , 1815 Illston B7

Neale, A. R. [Burton Overy] 1807 Burton Overy K7, 1813, 1816 Burton Overy A39, 1820 

Burton Overy F7, 1822 Burton Overy F8, 1823, 1823(2), 1829 Burton Overy L8, 

1823/1832 Burton Overy K8, 1836 Burton Overy F48, 1837 Burton Overy A55, 

1839/1845 Burton Overy G34, 1841 Burton Overy F49, 1844 Burton Overy G32, 

1846/1856 Burton Overy K1, 1848/1849 Burton Overy G37, 1849 Burton Overy F9; 

1827/1828 Great Glen, 1851  Burton Overy E10, 1851/1882 Burton Overy K2, 1853 

Great Glen B34, 1854 Burton Overy B32; 1830 Wistow C69, 1830 Wistow C4; 1826, 

1826, 1833, 1841, 1842 Carlton Curlieu; 1828/1833 Illston A10a, 1835 Illston A6, 1843 

Illston A28

Neale, Edward [Lutterworth] Included by Burgess ECM as fl. 1756–1805.

Neale, Joseph [Grantham] in Pigot’s Directory of …Lincolnshire, 1835 as a stonemason in 

Earlsfield.

Neale, William [Melton Mowbray]  Included by Burgess ECM as fl. 1795–1830. A good 

letter-cutter whose work was often among the best regency period sculptors. His work was 

highly regarded, and his commissions show that his work was for patrons in a variety of 

villages as well as Melton Mowbray. 1800, 1806, 1807, 1809, 1810, 1810/1813, 1813, 

1817, 1822 Melton Mowbray; 1800, 1804, 1806, 1806/1808, 1810, 1811, 1812, 1816, 

1820 Goadby Marwood; 1804 Langham; 1808, 1813 Chadwell; 1808, 1809 Great Dalby;

1808, 1809, 1809/1818, 1810 Garthorpe; 1809, 1816/1822, 1821 Croxton Kerrial.; 1810,

1824, 1829 Little Dalby; 1810, 1813, 1825  Asfordby; 1816 Pickwell; 1818 Whissendine; 

1819 Scalford; 1820 Freeby; 1825 Thrussington; ‘1837’–1842 [signed jointly with Riley, 

and possibly a different Neale]  Goadby

Netthorpe, John [Lincoln] listed as a stonemason in Pigot’s Directory of … Lincolnshire, 1835.

Newman, R. [Leicester] 1901 South Croxton

Newton, John [? ] recorded by Burgess as a schoolmaster who also engraved slate tombstones. 

1764 LSMn

Nichols Bros. [Oakham] 1847, 1905 Whissendine; 1865/1869, 1885 Oakham; 1879/1896, 

1892, 1896 Wymondham; 1906, 1908 Langham; 1906 Cold Overton

Nicholson, Jeremiah [Easthorpe]  listed as a stonemason in the Universal British Directory, 

1791–8.

Nicholson, John [Newark] listed as a stonemason in North Gate, in Pigot’s Directory of Cheshire

… etc., 1828–9.

Nixon, William [Grantham] in Pigot’s Directory of …Lincolnshire, 1835 as a stonemason in 

Spittalgate.

North, John [Castle Donington]  listed as a stonemason in Pigot’s Directory of 1828 and 1835. 

No signed tombstones seen.



Oakes, George [Bingham] born in Mansfield Woodhouse, was active as a painter and auctioneer

and as a stone engraver in Bingham from about 1840 and died 1876. There are 22 of 

Oakes’s stones in Bingham churchyard, 1835 –1870; see 

www.binghamheritage.org.uk/churchyard/search_the_churchyard/search.php

1854 Owston [why was so distant an engraver employed?]

Osborne, Thomas [Nottingham] listed as a stonemason in the Universal British Directory 1794–

8. Recorded by M.W. Barley as one of the stonecutters in the early nineteenth century, 

who ‘produced work which can be seen, but seldom admired, in churchyards around 

Nottingham.’

Osborne Bros. [Leicester] 1842 Great Glen B9

Owens, – [?] 1840  Goadby Marwood

P., E. [Barkby] 1778 Burrough on the Hill; 1763 Hungarton; 1771, 1779 Beeby

P., B. [Pollard?] [Quorn] 1798, 1806 Quorn

P, W. [Rotherby?] 1796–7  Rotherby; 1771 Bushby

Palethorpe, George [Nottingham]  listed as a stone and marble mason in the Universal British 

Directory, 1791–8 as of Leen Side, and in the Nottingham Annual Register 1840 as 

working in Wilford Street.

Palford, William [Market Harborough] listed as a Harborough mason in Pigot’s Directory of 

1841. 1817 Great Dalby (a long way from home)

Parr, S. [Nottingham] 1830 Bingham

Parrott, William [Leicester ]  Included by Burgess ECM as fl. 1818–16 [sic]. He was listed as a 

stone and marble mason based in Humberstone Gate, Leicester, in Pigot’s Directory of 

Yorkshire and Leicestershire for 1841, and Drake’s Gazetteer and Directory (1861).  1831 

King’s Norton # 35; 1841 LGM

Peacock, Thomas [Nottingham] listed as a stone and marble mason in the Universal British 

Directory, 1791–8 and in Glover’s Nottingham Directory, 1825, as of Broad Street.

Pearson, Benjamin [Stamford] listed as a stonemason in Pigot’s Directory of … Lincolnshire, 

1835.

Pearson, George [Market Harborough] Included by Burgess ECM as fl. 1697–1785.

Pearson, George [Market Harborough] Included by Burgess ECM as fl. 1729–76.

PECK FAMILY

Peck, – [Loughborough ] Tombstones Loughborough reports fifty-eight stones dated 1767 to 

1836. 1770 Loughborough; 1813 Stanford on Soar

Peck, John [Loughborough ] Included by Burgess ECM as fl.1752–1807. Tombstones 

Loughborough reports three stones dated 1770 to 1807.

Peck, Samuel [Loughborough ] Included by Burgess ECM as fl. 1785–1815. Tombstones 

http://www.binghamheritage.org.uk/churchyard/search_the_churchyard/search.php


Loughborough reports ten stones dated 1769 to 1813.

Peet, John [Mountsorrel] listed in Pigot’s Directory of 1835 as a stonemason.

Philips, J. [Billesdon] 1776 Great Glen D19; 1776 Skeffington C16, 1776–9, 1784 Goadby; 

1789 Illston

Phipps, H. [? ] c 18 ?  Keyham; 1767 Thurnby E2; 1789 Illston A37

Pickard, George [Wirksworth]  listed as a stonemason, ironmonger and joiner, in the Directory 

of Derbyshire, 1829.

Pinder, R. [Leicester] 1809 Thurnby E18 , 1859 Thurnby E19

Platt, John [Oundle] listed as a stonemason in Pigot’s Directory of Northamptonshire, 1841.

Platt, William [Market Harborough] Included by Burgess ECM as fl. 1772–1821. 1798 Great 

Glen;

POLLARD FAMILY : A man or men in partnership with Hull (q.v.) and Shenton, but I have seen 

too little of their work to work out the dates they were in partnerships. The name of John 

Pollard is recorded in legal documents for 1825 in LRO DG 9/1484, DG 9/1566, DG 

9/1254, and a lease to Benjamin Pollard, stonemason in Quorndon, in DG 9/1450.

Pollard, –. [?] Tombstones Loughborough reports twelve stones dated from 1794 to 1832.

Pollard, – [Quorn] Tombstones Loughborough reports two stones dated from 1751 to 1797. 

1787/1815, 1794 Quorn; 1794 Ratcliffe; 1802 LGM; 1804, 1814 Hathern

Pollard, – [Swithland] Tombstones Loughborough reports four stones dated from 1805 to 1831.  

1822 Sutton Bonnington; 1823 LGM

Pollard, Benjamin [?] Included by Burgess ECM as of Quorn and Newtown Linford, fl.1777–

1826; Tombstones Loughborough reports five stones dated from 1794 to 1816.

Pollard, S. [Leicester] 1816 Bridlington 

www.flickr.com/photos/bolckow/4807753375/in/pool-78317722@N00/

Pollard & Shenton [Leicester?]  1788 Illston A48, 1808, Illston A47; 1795 Thurcaston; 1810 

LGM; 1815, 1831 LAS

Pratt, A. [Leicester] 1894/1904 Thurnby F38, 1899 Thurnby H10, 1900/1941 Thurnby H6

Pratt, George [Sproxton] recorded as a stonemason in Drake’s Gazetteer and Directory (1861) 

and the 1861 Commercial Directory of Leicester. 1835 Stanton on the Wolds

Pratt, J. [Melbourne] Included by Burgess ECM as fl. 1818–42.

Pratt, Thomas & Sons [Nottingham] listed as stone and marble masons in the Universal British

Directory, 1791–8, and in Glover’s Nottingham Directory 1825 as of London Road.

Pratt, W. [Market Harborough] 1798 Great Glen C4

Pratt, William [Loughborough] included as a stonemason based in South Field Lane in Pigot’s 

Directory of 1835.

Pratt, William [Nottingham] included in the Nottingham Annual Register 1840 as working in 

London Road.

Price, E. [Wymondham]  1846/1853, 1856, 1859, 1860/1866, 1866/1896, 1871, 1876, 

http://www.flickr.com/photos/bolckow/4807753375/in/pool-78317722@N00/


1879/1883, 1880/1881 [plus one of the same design/style as Price’s 1856 stone, but for 

1799! ] Wymondham; 1857 Garthorpe; 1862, 1863 Goadby Marwood

Price, William [Leamington] listed as a stone and marble mason in Pigot & Co.'s Directory of 

Cheshire … Warwickshire ..., 1828–29.

PRIESTNALL FAMILY

Priestnal or Priestnall, John [Leicester] Included by Burgess ECM as fl. 1834–96.A long-lived 

business; John P. was listed as a stone and marble mason at 1 York Street, Leicester, and as

an engraver in Drake’s Gazetteer and Directory (1861) 1828, 1837/1842, 1857, 1857, 

1867, 1873, Kirkby Mallory; 1819, 1839/1845, 1852/1854 LGM; 1838/1839  Wistow 

C61, 1839/1849 Wistow C7; 1842, 1843, 1844/1846, 1847, 1849 Owston; 1865 

Glenfield

Priestnal, William [Barwell] listed in Pigot’s Directory of 1835 as a gravestone cutter; included 

by Burgess ECM as fl. 1825/1898 1809/1828, 1825, 1835, 1841, 1843/1850, 1846/1854, 

1849, 1851, 1856, 1857, 1858/1861, 1858/1871, 1863, 1864, 1867/1896, 1868, 1872, 

1875, 1879, 1882, 1882, 1893 Barwell

PULFORD FAMILY

Pulford, William [Market Harborough]] Included by Burgess ECM as fl.1765–1845, and 

recorded as a stonemason in Pigot’s Directory of 1822, and again (with WP junior also) in 

Pigot’s Directory of 1828. Only one WP, presumably the elder, is recorded in the 1835 

edition.

Pulford, William jr. [Market Harborough]] listed as a stonemason in Pigot’s Directory of Leics 

1828. Included by Burgess ECM as fl. 1792–1831.

Pxx [illegible] [Billesden] 1777 Tugby;

Raby, F. [Derby] 1881 Bingham;

Radcliff, Joseph [Nottingham] Noted by M.W. Barley as a woodcarver of St James’s Lane. 

Included by Burgess ECM as fl. 1758–78. His business was taken over by William Stretton,

qv.. 1753/1758 Wilford

Ratcliff, Richard [Leek] listed as a stonemason in White’s History, Gazetteer and Directory of 

Staffordshire, 1834.

Raworth, – [Radcliffe on Trent]  1816, 1831, 1844, 1853, 1889 Bingham

Riley, Thomas [Leicester] Included by Burgess ECM as fl. 1766–1829; Tombstones 

Loughborough reports a stone dated 1796. 1789, 1794, 1809/1817, 1812, 1835, Owston ;

1802, 1810 LSMn; 1804 LSMg; 1808 Great Glen; 1809  Belgrave; 1808 Thurnby G56, 

1809 Thurnby J22,  1816/1865 Thurnby J26; 1809/1810 King’s Norton # 48, 1810 King’s 

Norton # 43, 1847 King’s Norton # 47; 1810 Evington C9; ‘1837’/1842 [with Neale] 

Goadby ; 1846 Bushby; 1890 Barwell [different man?]

Rippiner, Samuel/John [Oundle]  listed as stonemasons in Pigot’s Directory of 



Northamptonshire, 1841.

Roberts and Walpole [Loughborough] listed as stonemasons in Church Gate in the Commercial 

Directory of Leicester, 1861. Tombstones Loughborough reports a stone dated 1854 No 

other jointly signed tombstones have been seen, but for J. Roberts alone, 3 stones dated 

1867 to 1881 Stanford on Soar ; see also William Walpole.

Robillard, F. [? ] 1753  Hickling

Robinson, Thomas [Belper] listed as stonemasons, in the Directory of Derbyshire, 1829.

Robotham, S. [Nottingham] recorded by M.W. Barley as one of the stonecutters in the early 

nineteenth century, who ‘produced work which can be seen, but seldom admired, in 

churchyards around Nottingham.’

Robson, – [? ] 1902 Gt Glen

Roworth, Joseph [Wymeswold] Included by Burgess ECM as fl. 1747–1807; Tombstones 

Loughborough reports a stone, jointly signed with J. W[infield] dated 1794/1799; and four 

signed by Roworth 1828–1859. 1799 Rempstone; 1812  Waltham on the Wolds; 

1825/1831 Asfordby; 5 tombstones dated 1801–1830 Stanford on Soar, 1828/1829, 1833, 

1840 Wymeswold

RUDKIN FAMILY

Rudkin, – [? ] ] Included by Burgess ECM as of Groby and Ratby, fl. 1762–1844; Tombstones 

Loughboroughreports two stones dated 1827 to 1833.

Rudkin, - [Groby Quarry] 1859 Anstey

Rudkin, Thomas[Loughborough ] listed in Pigot’s Directory 1828 and 1835 as a stone and 

marble mason based in Mountsorrel; and in Boot Yard, Loughborough in Pigot’s Directory 

of Yorkshire and Leicestershire for 1841. Tombstones Loughborough reports a stone, jointly 

signed with Winfield, dated 1802/1833; and six signed T. Rudkin alone, dated 1825–

1848. 1816 Loughborough; 1839 Waltham on the Wolds; 1839 Rothley

Rudkin, T[homas] & W. [Loughborough ] Tombstones Loughborough reports one stone dated 

1816.

Rudkin, W. [Loughborough? ] Tombstones Loughborough reports one stone dated 1834/1835.

Rudkins [? ] Tombstones Loughborough reports three stone dated 1816.

S. H. & P. [= Shenton, Hull & Pollard] 1809, 1818 LGM

S. H. [= Shenton, Hull & Co. ]  1787 Asfordby

S.,C. [? ] 1761 Croxton Kerrial; possibly the same mason as C. Staveley of Melton Mowbray.

S., J. [Frisby ?] [perhaps J. Screaton or J.Shepherdson?]

1804, 1815, 1815 Asfordby;  1816 Little Dalby

S., R. [Asfordby?] ND 1793/1795, 1808/1816 As; 1745 Burton Overy [same man?}

Sandars, Robert [Lutterworth] listed as a stonemason in Pigot’s Directory of Leics 1822.

Sanders, Thomas [Leek] listed as a stonemason in White’s History, Gazetteer and Directory of 



Staffordshire, 1834.

Scott, John [East Norton] 1805 Tugby; 1806/1826, 1815, 1821 Goadby

Scott, Joseph [Market Harborough] 1783 Market Harborough Congr. Church

Scott, S.B. [Leicester] 1888 Great Glen

Scott, Thomas [Market Harborough] Included by Burgess ECM as fl. 1765–1850.

Screaton, J. [? ] 1802, 1804, 1815, Asfordby

Seager, Peter/William [Coventry]  listed as a stone and marble mason in Pigot & Co.'s Directory 

of Cheshire … Warwickshire ..., 1828–29.

Seagrave, Henry [Frisby] Included by Burgess ECM as fl. 1739–79.

Seagrave, John [Frisby] Included by Burgess ECM as fl. 1760–80. 1762 Brooksby

Searcy [or Searcy], George [Nottingham] Included by Burgess ECM as fl. 1818–54. 1835, 1852,

1854 Bingham; 1859 Stanton on the Wolds

Sharp, Jarvis [Retford] listed as a stonemason in the Universal British Directory, 1791–8 as of 

South Road.

Shaw, Robert/William/George [Chesterfield] listed as stonemasons in Glueman Gate, in the 

Directory of Derbyshire, 1829.

SHENTON FAMILY: active in the slate trade in several parts of Leicestershire:

Shenton, – [Leicester] 1808 LGM; 1812 Brooksby

Shenton, John [Mountsorrel] listed as a Mountsorrel stonemason in Pigot’s Directory of 1835.

Shenton, William [Leicester] recorded as a salt and slate dealer on the Public Wharf, in Pigot’s 

Directory of Leicester, 1822; presumably connected with the Shentons listed below.

Shenton, Hull & Co. [Leicester]  listed in Pigot’s Directory of Leics 1822 as stonemasons in 

Granby Street.

Shephard, George [Newark] listed as a stonemason in Lombard Street, in Pigot’s Directory of 

Cheshire … etc., 1828–9.

Shepherdson, J. [Frisby] 1809, 1817 Asfordby; 1819, 1820 Twyford; 1822/1832 Gaddesby; 1823

Great Dalby

Sills, Joseph[Grantham ] Included by Burgess ECM as fl. 1819–68. 1847/1857 Thrussington; 

1849 Croxton Kerrial; 1856 Burrough on the Hill

Simms, William [Derby] listed as a stone and marble mason in St Peter Street, in the Directory of

Derbyshire, 1829.

Simpkin, John [Bottesford] Included by Burgess ECM as fl. 1749–1815. 1780, 1781, 1809 

Croxton Kerrial; 1786, 1789 Goadby Marwood

Sims, Thomas [Leicester] Included by Burgess ECM as fl. 1777–95; listed as a stonemason based 

in Granby Street in the Leicester Directory of Bankers, Manufacturers and Tradesmen, 

1794.

Skelton, John [Market Harborough ]listed as a stone engraver in Pigot’s Directory of 1835.

Slarey, G. [Nottingham] 1800 Rothley



Slater, G. [Shepshed ? ] 1815, 1846 Shepshed; 1819, 1820 Hathern

Slater, Thomas [Shepshed] Included by Burgess ECM as fl. 1779–1831.

Smart, Nathaniel [Nuneaton] listed as an Attleborough stone and marble mason in Pigot & Co.'s 

Directory of Cheshire … Warwickshire ..., 1828–29.

Smith, – [Hathern?] 1873, 1874, 1881, 1881, 1887 Hathern

Smith, – [Oakham]  1887, 1889 Langham

Smith, H. [Burton Overy] presumably the same H. Smith of Great Glen. 1871/1898 Illston C51, 

1893 Illston C2 ; 1878/1894-1923 Thurnby G88; 1891, 1895/1903, 1897/1903, 

1901/1903,1902/1924, 1919/1929 Burton Overy; 1897/1898 Great Glen A28, 1902 Great

Glen A6, 1903/1908 Great Glen D24, 1905/1910 Great Glen A10, 1908/1914 Great Glen

A14, 1908 Great Glen A17, 1909 Great Glen A40, 1925 Great Glen A25

Smith, H. [Great Glen] 1895, 1896, Burton Overy; 1841, 1858/1859, 1858, 1892/1893 Great 

Glen A4, 1894/1897 Great Glen A45, 1897 Great Glen A12; 1852/1893 Thurnby K14; 

1892/1900 Illston C42, 1896 Illston A25

Smith, John [Warwick] listed as a stone and marble mason in Pigot & Co.'s Directory of 

Cheshire … Warwickshire ..., 1828–29.

Smith, Thomas [Stamford] listed as a stonemason in Pigot’s Directory of … Lincolnshire, 1835.

Smith, Thomas/John [Kegworth] Included by Burgess ECM as fl. 1812–28.

Smith, Thomas/Richard [Leicester] Included by Burgess ECM as of Belgrave, fl. 1857–90. 1806 

Bushby; [a different man?]

Smith Bros. [?] 1875, 1885/1889 Glenfield

Sparrow, James [Radcliff on Trent] According to M.W. Barley, born 1716, twice married, had at

least one son also a stonemason, worked until 1787–88. There were 15 stones at 

Pierrepont, 17 at Gedling, 10 at Burton Joyce and 3 at Balderton, and others in the 

Grantham area. 1720 Car Colston; n.d. Colwick; 1728 Hawksworth; 1735, 1737, 1756, 

1757, 1763,1765, 1771, 1771 Bingham ; 1744 Stanton on the Wolds; 1773 Shelford; 

1777 Lowdham

Speck, – [? ] 1809 Hathern

Spencer, William [Lutterworth]  Included by Burgess ECM as fl. 1832–72. 1858 Barwell 

Spittle, William [Hungarton?] Included by Burgess ECM as fl. 1828–68. Work signed Spittle 

must have been done by two or three generations. Their workmanship in slate engraving 

was of very good quality. In Drake’s Gazetteer and Directory (1861) he was listed as a 

bricklayer. 1786, 1795/1805, 1811, 1821/1834, 1842/1833, 1851/1858 Hungarton; 

1814/1826, 1835, 1836 Loweby; 1827, 1837, 1833/1849, 1850/1854 South Croxton; 

1814/1823, 1849/1863, 1849 Bushby; 1814/1823 Thurnby J1; 1844 Thurnby C5, 

1849/1866 Thurnby F58; 1855/1860 Skeffington C11; 1859 Beeby

Sprawson, – [Harbury] listed as a stone and marble mason in Pigot & Co.'s Directory of 

Cheshire … Warwickshire ..., 1828–29.



Sprawson, Richard [Warwick] listed as a stone and marble mason in Pigot & Co.'s Directory of 

Cheshire … Warwickshire ..., 1828–29.

Squires, George [Cropwell] Included by Burgess ECM as fl. 1857–69.

Squires, Stephen [Cropwell/Bingham] originally working in Cropwell from about 1850, moved to

Bingham in the 1850s, and tombs signed by him 1844–1903 were frequent in Bingham with 66 

stones listed in the Bingham database: 

http://www.binghamheritage.org.uk/churchyard/search_the_churchyard/search.php

1860, 1870/1876, 1871, 1873 Hickling; 1881 Ab K.; 1887 Scalford; 1897 Thrussington; 

1887 Garthorpe

Stafford, William [Whissendine] Included by Burgess ECM as fl. 1758–80; recorded as a mason 

aged 50 in the 1841 census, and listed in Slater’s Directory of Rutland, 1850. Presumably 

a [grand] son took over the business producing the later tombstones(possibly Thomas, aged

14 in the 1841 census returns). 1841 Gt Dalby; 1852-/188, 1858, 1866, 1869/1874, 1879,

1880 Whissendine; 1880, 1891Wymondham

Stanfield, James [Nottingham] listed in Glover’s Nottingham Directory of 1825 as a stonemason 

in Snenton Street.

Stanton, John [Market Harborough] Included by Burgess ECM as fl. 1825–75.

STAVELEY FAMILY

Staveley, Christopher [Melton Mowbray] Included by Burgess ECM as fl. 1726–1801. Good 

stone-engravers in the mid-Georgian style, whose tombstones were seen in several 

churchyards around Melton Mowbray. The dates confirm that two generations of Staveleys 

were working.

Staveley, Christopher [Melton Mowbray] Included by Burgess ECM as fl. 1759–1827. n.d. LAS; 

1728 Hickling; 1740, 1749 Great Dalby; 1748, 1765 Whissendine; 1750, 1752 Pickwell; 

1755 Twyford; 1772/1776 Ab Kettleby; 1790, 1805 Melton Mowbray

Staveley, Stephen [Melton Mowbray] Included by Burgess ECM as fl. 1705–75.

Stokes, J. [Melton Mowbray] 1886 Burrough on the Hill; 1900 Whissendine ; 1891 

Wymondham

Stretton, William [Nottingham]  Included by Burgess ECM as fl. 1755–1828. In 1778 he took 

over the business of Joseph Radcliff, and in the Nottingham Journal, 1778, advertised his 

stones ‘in marble, Mansfield stone and Swithland slate, executed in a superior manner.’

Sturdey, Charles [? ] 1753 Bingham

Sturges, Owen [Northampton] listed as a stonemason in St Giles Street, in Pigot’s Directory of 

Northamptonshire, 1841.

Sturkey, Joseph [Kenilworth] listed as a stone and marble mason in Pigot & Co.'s Directory of 

Cheshire … Warwickshire ..., 1828–29.

Surplice, William [Nottingham]  listed as a stone and marble mason in the Universal British 

Directory, 1791–8 , and (as Surplus) in Glover’s Nottingham Directory of 1825, as of 

http://www.binghamheritage.org.uk/churchyard/search_the_churchyard/search.php


Clumber Street. Included by Burgess ECM as fl. 1795–1825, and recorded by M.W. Barley

as one of the stonecutters in the early nineteenth century, who ‘produced work which can 

be seen, but seldom admired, in churchyards around Nottingham.’

Sutcliffe, John [Alfreton] listed as a stonemason in the Directory of Derbyshire 1829.

SWAIN FAMILY

Swain, – [Long Clawson] Included by Burgess ECM as fl. 1812–62. Members of this family were 

active as stone-cutters from about 1800 for three quarters of a century or more, and their 

stones are to be seen in a range of villages in the Melton area. 1836 Melton 

Mowbray;1801, 1802, 1817, 1818, 1819, 1829, 1830, 1846, 1846/1870, 1852, 

1858,1859/1861 Scalford; 1805/1842, 1846 Freeby; 1806, 1811, 1815, 1817/1818, 1824,

1827/1845, 1831/1836, 1832, 1845, 1854, 1856 Ab Kettleby; 1809,1849 Great Dalby; 

1813 Twyford;. 1823, 1824, 1825, 1825, 1826/1846, 1831, 1831/1846, 1837/1841, 

1839/1850, 1841, 1841, 1855, 1856, 1857, 1860, 1864/1874 Goadby Marwood.; 1846 

ThorpeArnold; 1832, 1837Whissendine; 1844 Asfordby; 1860/1878, 1865, 1883 Quorn; 

1869 Waltham on the Wolds

Swain junior {Long Clawson] 1839 Bingham

Swain, – [Barrow on Soar] Tombstones Loughborough reports one stone dated 1843.

Swan, John [Uppingham] listed as a stonemason in the Pitts in Pigot’s Directory 1828–9.

Swan, Thomas [Oundle] listed as a stonemason in Pigot’s Directory of Northamptonshire, 1841.

Swinnerton, Stephen [Derby] listed as a stone and marble mason in St Mary’s Bridge, in the 

Directory of Derbyshire, 1829

Tatley, William [Mansfield Woodhouse] listed as a stonemason in Pigot’s Directory of Cheshire 

… etc., 1828–9.

Taylor, H. [Syston] 1795  Anstey

Taylor, J. [Syston ] 1825 LGM

Taylor, J. [? ] 1727 Anstey

Taylor, Thomas [Evington] recorded in Wright’s Directory of Leicestershire 1887–8 as a grazier, 

gravestone engraver, undertaker and parish clerk. No work signed by him has been seen.

Taylor, William [Lutterworth] listed as a stonemason in Pigot’s Directory of Leics 1822.

Thomason, William [Towcester] listed as a stonemason in Pigot’s Directory of 

Northamptonshire, 1841.

Thompson, John [Peterborough] listed as a stonemason and statuary in Pigot’s Directory of 

Northamptonshire, 1841.

Thompson, John [Market Harborough] Included by Burgess ECM as fl. 1803–38; listed as a 

stone engraver in Pigot’s Directory of 1835. 1811/1843 Lubenham

Thompson, Joseph [Market Harborough] listed as a stone engraver in Pigot’s Directory of 1835.

Thompson, Samuel [Derby] listed as a stone and marble mason in Devonshire Street, in the 



Directory of.Derbyshire, 1829.

Thompson, William [Kibworth] Included by Burgess ECM as fl. 1825–72 1832 Carlton Curlieu 

#25; 1841/1846 Fleckney; 1848 Great Glen B27, 1859 Great Glen B4 

Thompson, William [Market Harborough] listed as a stonemason in Pigot’s Directory of Leics 

1822. Included by Burgess ECM as fl. 1762–1832.

Thompson, William [Lutterworth]  Included by Burgess ECM as fl.. 1799–1834.

Thrall & Payne [? ] 1877  LGM

Thorpe, Benjamin [Uppingham] listed as a stonemason at the Pitts in Piggott’s Directory 1828–9.

Thorpe, William [Oakham] Included by Burgess ECM as of Uppingham, fl.1828–54. Recorded 

as an Oakham stonemason and bricklayer in Church Street, in Pigot’s Directory 1828–9, 

and in Slater’s Directory of Rutland 1850. 1845 Langham

Tinkler, Thomas [Waltham on the Wolds] listed in the Commercial Directory of Leicester, 1861.

Tivy, William [Derby] listed as a stone and marble mason in Ossian Street, in the Directory of 

Derbyshire, 1829.

Tomlin, John [Melton Mowbray] 1797, 1797, 1799 Melton Mowbray; 1799 Scalford; 1808 Little

Dalby

Trepess, William [Warwick] listed as a stone and marble mason in Pigot & Co.'s Directory of 

Cheshire … Warwickshire ..., 1828–29.

Turner, Samuel [Chesterfield] listed as a stonemason in Knifesmith Gate, in the Directory of 

Derbyshire, 1829.

Turner, Samuel [Market Harborough] Included by Burgess ECM as fl. 1717–84. According to 

Davies, Turner was originally a shepherd in Harrington, Northamptonshire, and at age of 

34 moved to Bowden Lane, Harborough. He worked as a surveyor, painter and engraver as

well as being a stone engraver who engraved at least 30 memorial stones of which 

rubbings survive in Market Harborough Museum. Turner died in 1784; the tombstone 

engraved by himself, with autobiographical details, is among the few stones preserved at St

Mary in Arden, Market Harborough. 1748, 1784 St Mary in Arden

Twells, John [Loughborough] listed as a stonemason in Pinfold Gate in the 1861 Commercial 

Directory of Leicester. No signed tombstones have been seen.

Unwin, John [Retford] listed as a stonemason in the Universal British Directory, 1791–8 as of 

Spittal Hill.

Vice, William [Wigston?] Included by Burgess ECM as of Blaby and Wigston Magna, fl.. 1694–

1742

Vinrace, Mark [Ashby de la Zouch] listed as a stonemason in Pigot’s Directory of Leics 1828, 

and included by Burgess ECM as fl. 1806–28. 1817 Loughborough

Virdon, – [Stathern] Included by Burgess ECM as fl.. 1834–7. 1830 Croxton Kerrial; 1831, 1832



Scalford

W., T. [?] 1823, 1824 Hallaton [possibly T. Ward of Oadby]

Waddington, Robert [Clipston] Included by Burgess ECM as fl. 1717–91, and as the parish clerk 

at Clipston ‘for several years’ who also engraved tombstones.

Wade, William [Old Lenton] included in the Nottingham Annual Register 1840 as a stonemason.

Walker, John, [Frisby] Included by Burgess ECM as fl. 1792-1840; the dates suggest that was an 

earlier JW. 1769/1791, 1799, 1802 Asfordby

Walker, John and Samuel [Nottingham] listed as stone and marble masons and sculptors in the 

Universal British Directory, 1791-8 as of Tolhouse Hill and in Glover’s Nottingham 

Directory of 1825 as a stonemason outside Chapel Bar. Included by Burgess ECM as fl. 

1793 –1854; recorded by M.W. Barley as a stonecutters in the early nineteenth century, 

who ‘produced work which can be seen, but seldom admired, in churchyards around 

Nottingham.’

Walker, William [Market Harborough] Included by Burgess ECM as fl. 1716–93; he was a 

stonemason in Harborough who also owned a brickyard in Great Bowden. In his old age 

he was appointed Overseer of the Highways. According to Davies, he engraved 63 stones 

in Harborough and the villages around, and rubbings of these are held in Harborough 

Museum. 1763 Church Langton; 1764, 1770, 1779, 1782 St Mary in Arden

Walker & Sons [Nottingham] included in the Nottingham Annual Register 1840 as working in 

Tollhouse Hill.

Walpole, John [Barrow on Soar]  listed in Pigot’s Directory of 1835 as a stonemason.

Walpole, Robert [Market Harborough] Included by Burgess ECM as fl. 1846–69. 1873 Great 

Bowden

Walpole, William [Leicester/Loughborough] Included by Burgess ECM as fl. 1822–31; recorded 

as a stonemason in Pigot’s Directory of Leics, 1822 based in Upper Charles Street. In 

Pigot’s 1828 and 1835 editions he was listed as based in Leicester Road, Loughborough. 

The Commercial Directory of Leics, 1861, listed ‘Roberts & Walpole’ as stonemasons in 

Church Gate, Loughborough, and John Walpole and Robert Walpole as stonemasons in 

Barrow on Soar. 1843 Hickling

WARD FAMILY : [Oadby] A family of stonemasons based in Oadby for well over a century, with

Thomas Ward as the earliest. Edward Ward was recorded as a stonemason in Oadby in the

Commercial Directory of Leics, 1861. Possibly some of the stones were cut by Edward, or 

that there was another younger Thomas Ward as well.

Ward, Edward [Oadby] Included by Burgess ECM as fl. 1836–63; listed as a stonemason in 

Drake’s Gazetteer and Directory 1861; presumably he was a son of Thomas Ward below. 

1841, 1849/1853 Great Glen B40 , 1852 Great Glen G30; 1878 Great Glen A16; 1857 

Evington F17, 1862 Evington F14, 1875 Evington F24, 1877 Evington F25 , 1870/1874 



Thurnby C24

Ward, H. [Hallaton ? ] 1868–72 Illston A16; 1876/1915 Hallaton

Ward, J. T. [Oadby] 1852  Great Glen B31; 1881 Evington F20

Ward, John [Gotham] Included by Burgess ECM as fl. 1851–63.

Ward, John/Richard [Lincoln] listed as stonemasons in Pigot’s Directory of … Lincolnshire, 

1835.

Ward, Thomas [Oadby] 1797/1807, 1813, 1818, 1820/1824, 1821, 1824, 1824/1842, 

1827/1841, 1829, 1835, 1838/1840, 1842/1858, 1847, 1854, 1859, 1859, 1859/1870, 

1867, 1873, 1876/1915, 1884 Hallaton; 1870/1874 Bushby; 1878 Great Glen A16

Ward, Thomas [Hallaton ] listed in Pigot’s Directory of 1835 as a stonemason.

Warner , W. [Dalby ?] 1859, 1863/1864, 1864, 1866 Great Dalby

Watkinson, – [? ] 1841/1851 LGM

Watts, Joseph [Chesterfield] listed as a stonemason in Rattle Quarry, in the Directory of 

Derbyshire, 1829.

Weaver, Samuel [Melton Mowbray]  Included by Burgess ECM as fl. 1829–86. A long- 

established business (according to Leicestershire directories of the 1860s, based in 

Sagecross Street, Melton) there must have been two generations of Weavers cutting 

tombstones for most of the nineteenth century. The range of parishes using Weaver’s stones

was very wide, possibly because his stones were relatively cheap, but most seen show the 

deteriorating standards of workmanship in lettering so typical of later Victorian times. 

1811, 1833, 1848/1862,1850, 1852, 1856/1860,1871, 1877, 1886 Melton Mowbray; 

1850, 1851, 1852, 1854, 1859, 1861/1876, 1864, 1870, 1871, 1872/188[?], 1879, 1888,

Ab Kettleby; 1831, 1860, 1868/1889, 1885, 1886, Goadby Marwood; 1841, 1863, 1877, 

1882, 1888 Little Dalby; 1842/1856, 1850, 1850/1871, 1858, 1858, 1859, 1872, 1887, 

1899, Freeby; 1845/1847, 1857 Whissendine; 1848, 1857, 1863/1884, 1870, 1872, 

1875, 1880, 1897 Thorpe Arnold; 1848/1857, 1851, 1852/1853, 1855/1872, 1855/1865, 

1859, 1868, 1872, 1877, 1879/1880, 1879,1887/1891, 1888, 1906/1918/1969 Asfordby; 

1850, 1857, 1859/1868, 1867, 1875, 1888 Great Dalby; 1852, 1859, 1881 Scalford; 

1853 Wyfordby; 1870 [Name of village omitted by Cave. Bob T.]

Webster, Joseph [Loughborough ]  Included by Burgess ECM as fl. 1734–79; a mason and parish

clerk. 1768 Loughborough

Webster, Nicholas [Loughborough ] son of Joseph Webster, also mason and again parish clerk, 

and himself active in tombsstone engraving from about 1730 to 1779 (Burgess), whose 

stones as noted by Merriman were also for East Leake, Barrow on Soar, Hathern and 

Quenibough as well as Loughborough. 1734 Loughborough; 1752 Stanford on Soar; 1763 

Quorn; 1771 Shepshed 

Wesley, C. [Leicester?] 1886 Newtown Harcourt E26; 1900 Glenfield

Weston, Richard [? ] Included by Burgess ECM a of North Kilworth, fl. 1825–87.



Weston, Thomas [Hugglescote] Included by Burgess ECM as fl. 1812–67.

White, John [Leicester] listed in Drake’s Gazetteer and Directory (1861) as a stonemason.

White, – [Castle Donington] 1840, 1856, 1858, 1865 Sutton Bonnington; 1881 Kegworth

Whitehead, James [Southam] listed as a stone and marble mason in Pigot & Co.'s Directory of 

Cheshire … Warwickshire ..., 1828–29.

Whitehead, Joseph [Ashby de la Zouch] listed as a stonemason in Pigot’s Directory of Leics 

1828.

Whiting, John [Northampton] listed as a stonemason in Dernsgate in Pigot’s Directory of 

Northamptonshire, 1841.

Whittle, - [? ] 1833 Queniborough

Whitwell, John [Belper] listed as stonemason, in the Directory of Derbyshire, 1829.

Wigley, Benjamin [Belper] listed as a stonemason and bricklayer, in the Directory of Derbyshire,

1829.

Wilcox, George [Grantham] in Pigot’s Directory of …Lincolnshire, 1835 as a stonemason in 

Westgate.

Wilson, J. [Retford] 1850  Bingham

Wilson, Samuel [Groby] Included by Burgess ECM as of Groby Quarry and Newtown Linford, fl.

1823–79.

WINFIELD FAMILY Worked in the Wymeswold area for a long period from the 1760s into the 

mid-nineteenth century: William Winfield aged 30 engraver was listed in the 1841 census, 

but not in the 1851 census; perhaps because he had moved elsewhere? Many of these 

stones listed are probably attributed incorrectly to one or another; those with the later dates

(post-1832) must be the work of another younger man.

Winfield, –. [Wymeswold] Tombstones Loughborough reports sixty-six stones dated 1744 to 

1855. 1764/1769, 1779, 1784 Ab Kettleby; 1767/1768, 1794/1831, 1820, 1828, 1829, 

1831 Wymeswold; 1767, 1788, 1798, 1804, 1828 Stanton on the Wolds; 1778, 1793, 

1798 Shepshed; 1781 Grimston; 1781/1780 Normanton; 1787 Loughborough; 1798 LGM;

1801Thurnby M26; 1802  Rempstone; 1803 Great Dalby; 1841 Hickling; 1844 Quorn; 

1845/1848 Glenfield; n.d., 1868/1867 Seagrave;+10 tombstones dated 1785 to 1843  

Stanford on Soar

Winfield, John [Wymeswold] Included by Burgess ECM as fl. 1742–1809. Tombstones 

Loughborough reports eighteen stones dated 1783 to 1826, plus one signed by both J.W. 

and T. Roworth, 1794 to 1833.

Winfield, John [jr.] [Wymeswold]  Included by Burgess ECM as fl. 1769–1815.

Winfield, William [Wymeswold] Included by Burgess ECM as fl. 1763–1832. Tombstones 

Loughborough reports two stones dated 1805 to 1831.

Winn, George [Bingham] ] Included by Burgess ECM as fl. 1825–56. See also

www.binghamheritage.org.uk/churchyard/search_the_churchyard/search.php

http://www.binghamheritage.org.uk/churchyard/search_the_churchyard/search.php


Winslow, John [Lichfield] listed as a stonemason in White’s History, Gazetteer and Directory of 

Staffordshire, 1834.

Wood, Thomas [Bingham] ] “he was well known for more than half a century as an ingenious 

carver of Tombs and Grave Stones.” Included by Burgess ECM as fl. 1760–1841. See also 

www.binghamheritage.org.uk/churchyard/search_the_churchyard/search.php. 

The Bingham lists record 90 tombstones dating from 1743 to 1839.

Wood, William [Barlestone] Included by Burgess ECM as fl. 1819–72; and recorded as a 

victualler at the Crown, and as a gravestone cutter, in the Commercial Directory of 

Leicester, 1861. No tombstones seen.

Woolerton, Royle [Rearsby] Included by Burgess ECM as fl. 1817-62. Tombstones Loughborough

reports a stone dated 1836. He was listed as a stonemason in Drake’s Gazetteer and 

Directory of Leics and Rutland, 1861. 1840/1851, 1846/1855; [??]; 1809 Scalford; 1821, 

1828, 1835, 1852 Wyfordby; 1825 Thrussington; 1826/1847  Goadby Marwood; 

1827/1831 .Ab Kettleby; 1832, 1840/1848, 1848, 1842/1847, 1871/1896 Ratcliffe; 1844 

Rotherby; 1844, 1845/1847, Freeby; 1870 Gaddesby; 1878 Seagrave

Wootton, Benjamin [? ] Included by Burgess ECM as working in Leics, fl. 1794–1802.

Wooton, James/Thomas [Brackley]  listed as stonemasons in Pigot’s Directory of 

Northamptonshire, 1841.

Wootton, William [Kegworth ] Included by Burgess ECM as fl. 1736–1819. 1761 Stanford on 

Soar; 1768 Kegworth

Worrall, – [Newark] 1810  Scalford

Wothers, Samuel [Market Bosworth] Included by Burgess ECM as fl. 1832–53.

Wray, Benjamin [Lincoln] listed as a stonemason in Pigot’s Directory of … Lincolnshire, 1835.

Wright, John [Hickling ] Included by Burgess ECM as fl. 1771–1829. 1788, 1791, 1796, 1797, 

1807, 1819  Hickling

Wright, John & Son [Chesterfield] listed as stonemasons in St Mary‘s Gate, in the Directory of 

Derbyshire, 1829.

Yates, Joseph [Leicester] Included by Burgess ECM as fl. 1828–72; listed as stone & marble 

masons in Pigot’s Directory of Yorkshire Leics &Rutland, 1841, and in Drake’s Gazetteer 

and Directory (1861). 1811, 1824/1835, 1824/1842, 1836, 1839/1851, 1841, 1842, 1842

LGM; 1822/1841 Wistow C31, 1843 Wistow C23; 1840 Glenfield; 1841 Evington F26, 

1842  Evington F16; 1851 King’s Norton # 39,  1857 King’s Norton # 40, 1867 King’s 

Norton # 51 ; 1863 Rotherby; 1864 Great Glen G12, 1871/1922 Great Glen S; 1848 

Thurnby K13, 1865 Thurnby C49, 1867 Thurnby C53, 1875 Thurnby C50; 1872 Ratcliffe

Yates, T. [Market Harborough] Included by Burgess ECM as fl. 1842–7.

http://www.binghamheritage.org.uk/churchyard/search_the_churchyard/search.php

