Preserving A.W.N. Pugin’s Church:

St Mary’s Wymeswold Roof Repairs &
Community Heritage Stories

In September 2024, St Mary’s church, Wymeswold was fortunate to be awarded a
grant from the National Lottery Heritage Fund. The award is for repairs to the roof and
a community heritage project. The bid was prepared in partnership with the Wolds
Historical Organisation (WHO), the Wymeswold Church Appeal Fund (WFCA) and
Wymeswold Methodist Church.

The heritage project will work with community groups including our partners,
Wymeswold School and youth groups, and volunteers from the village. Our aim is to
create heritage resources for the church and village, and to generate a collection of
Wymeswold stories of people and places. In particular, we want to produce:

1. A guide to the church’s history in different formats, highlighting the work of
A.W.N. Pugin. There will be a web-based guide accessed through smartphone
technology; print versions of the guide; and a printed children’s guide and trail.

2. A website for church heritage materials.

3. A permanent exhibition which will tell the church’s story, intertwined with that
of the other local faith communities. This will include a display case for the
Pugin Bible, which is currently not on view. Wymeswold has always been
home to different faith groups, Non-Conformist Christians in the past, and Islam,
Hinduism, Sikhism, Judaism and Paganism in recent times. We will tell the story
of the church within the wider community. The display area will include a
separate floor-standing display panel and desktop display case, for villagers and
groups to curate and exhibit their stories, with a rolling programme over time.

4. A community history of Wymeswold as a collective biography of its peoples,
from the youngest to the oldest, with individual and family stories and images.

5. A series of events — four per year in the two years of the project — which
coincide with national heritage and church festivals, to showcase the building
restoration and the heritage of the church and village.

6. Regular opening of the church enabled through recruitment and training of
volunteer welcomers.

7. A series of free workshops to help create the heritage resources. There will be
workshops on webpage design, social media, family history, and textiles.

We need lots of help and volunteers to create all these resources and to put St Mary’s
on the visitor’s map. As an exceptional Grade 1 listed church, it deserves to be used
more, and better known.



Please get in touch if you would like to be involved, or to be added to the mailing list
for activities and events. Contact Elizabeth Tingle PCCWymeswold@outlook.com
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‘Preserving A\W.N. Pugin’s Church: St Mary’s, Wymeswold Roof Repairs and
Community Heritage Stories’ is made possible with The National Lottery Heritage
Fund. Thanks to National Lottery players, we have been able to repair our church roof
and work with volunteers to tell Wymeswold stories.



