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Welcome to the second edition of The Wolds
Historian. It seems like only yesterday I was writing a
report for the very first Wolds Historian in 2004, and
much has happened in the intervening year.
The Wolds Historical Organisation progresses steadily
with a varied program of speakers and walks,
complemented by an excellent Christmas Dinner at the
Fairways Restaurant for the second year running. All
the speakers gave excellent and informative talks and
ranged from the ethereal to the mundane. The former,
the talk on the Leper Knights, was most enlightening
with the latter ‘Down the Garden Path’ being a very
amusing evening on the subject of the ‘privy’.
Other talks were similarly well received. Wendy Scott
inspired us to report our archaeological ‘finds’, and
Gareth King provide a wealth of information on three
major battles in the Midlands which, if the ‘other’ side
had won, would have changed the history of England.
The Annual General Meeting, chaired by Bob
Trubshaw, with myself as minute-taking secretary (the
secretary carrying on his tradition of being in New
Zealand), was well attended as the evening was
dedicated to the WHO’s much-missed previous
Chairman, Alec Moretti. All his files were out for
members to peruse with everyone being amazed at the
amount of information gleaned by Alec. It is to be
hoped that the evening provided a stimulus for WHO
members to attempt their own research.
As Chairman I thank, on behalf of the members, Bob
Trubshaw who updates the WHO programme on the
www.wymeswold.org Web site and provides support
for myself; Dave Marshall as Treasurer for keeping the
WHO finances in order; David Keene for his secretarial
skills; the committee for their assistance; to Joan Shaw
for her continued help even in times of difficulty; and to
Bob Trubshaw and Joan Shaw for all efforts in
producing this the second edition of The Wolds
Historian.

The Wolds Historian is edited by Joan Shaw and
Bob Trubshaw and published by the
Wolds Historical Organisation.
Contents copyright individual authors and illustrators
© 2005.
Uncredited contributions by the editors.
The moral rights of the authors and illustrators have
been asserted.
No part of this book may be reproduced in any form
or by any means without prior written
permission from the Wolds Historical Organisation
except for brief passages quoted in reviews.

As in all my other Chairman’s reports may I say ‘thank
you’ to all members of the Wolds Historical
Organisation for your continued support in attending
meetings and bringing visitors along too. Without you
there would be no WHO.

Contact: 2 Cross Hill Close, Wymeswold,
Loughborough, LE12 6UJ
telephone: 01509 880725 email:
bobtrubs@indigogroup.co.uk

Patricia Baker
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‘Boys will be boys’
A true story from 1947 told to Ginny Westcott by Terry Hubbard, February 2003
This article was first published on the www.wymeswold.org Web site. and is reprinted here in memory
of Terry Hubbard, who died in 8th April 2005, aged 68.
This reminiscence is based on a Court Order:

IN THE COUNTY OF LEICESTER
Petty Sessional Division of Loughborough.
To: John Allsopp (11) Terence Hubbard (11) and Clive Harrison (8)
(hereinafter called the defendants) and George Edward Allsopp,
Brook Street, Herbert Hubbard, Brook Street and John Harrison,
Church Street Wymeswold in the County of Leicester (hereinafter
called the parents)
INFORMATION has this day been laid by Richard Bullimore
(hereinafter called the Informant) that you, the defendants being
children on the third day of November 1947, at Wymeswold in the
County first aforesaid, did steal 20 pounds of cordite of the value
of 50/- the property of H.M. Secretary of State of War contrary to
S.J. 2 Larceny Act fil AND information has further been laid by the
Informant, that you the parents are the parents of the defendants.
YOU ARE THEREFORE SUMMONED [each of you] to appear before the
Juvenile court sitting at the Court House, Loughborough, in the
County first aforesaid, on Monday, the 15th day of December 1947, at
the hour of 10-30 in the forenoon, to answer to the said information.
DATED this 20th day of November 1947
Signed:M.A. Martin
Justice of the Peace for the County first aforesaid.
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During the Second World War, Wymeswold was far
from being just a quiet rural village in Leicestershire. It
had a very active wartime airfield with an attendant
garrison of service personnel, quite a collection of
brick-built air raid shelters and its share of evacuee
children from places as far away as Scotland.
For Wymeswold children in the 1940s there were no
televisions, discos or clubs but they did have the
benefit of the cinema in Loughborough. However,
since Hoton Road was part of the airfield at that time,
journeys into Loughborough were long (via Burton or
Rempstone) and expensive. A trip to the cinema would
cost a princely sum of about 1s.6d comprising 5d bus
fare, 6d for the cinema, 2d for a bag of chips and
change for sweets – we are talking old shillings and
pennies so the equivalent today would be 8 pence,
however 1s.6d was a lot of money in 1947(N.B. This
arithmetic is important for the story outcome).
So how did the children amuse themselves?
They watched the aircraft that were still in active
service on the airfield (transport and training flights),
they would go to the cinema on Saturday mornings and
they would ‘play’ in the disused air raid shelters. When
I say ‘play’, I actually mean play pranks on
unsuspecting householders. A favourite prank was to
tie a piece of cotton to the door-knockers of houses
near the shelters. The children would hide in the
shelters with the other end of the cotton thread, pull it
hard and watch as the house owners came to the doors
to find nobody there!
An even better prank was a similar exercise on the
windows of the houses. With a weighted end on the
cotton thread and a safety pin pushed into the wooden
window frames to act as a pulley, they could hide, pull
the cotton thread repeatedly and the weighted end
would knock against the windows causing the residents
extreme annoyance because there was never anyone
there when they looked out.
However, ‘boys will be boys’ and they soon got bored
with these tame activities. Then they discovered
cordite!
The War Office was so concerned about the
devastating effect of potential explosions within their
huge ammunition stock, that they created large
numbers of small ammunition stores around the
countryside so that any ‘accidental’ ignition would not
destroy life or buildings and would only create small
craters in rural fields. That would have been fine if they
had made these stores secure!
One of these stores was located in the fields alongside
Wysall Lane. It closely resembled the style of the
shelters that we see these days in fields where farmers
keep pigs i.e. half hoops of galvanised corrugated metal
set into the ground and sealed at one end. However,
the security was pathetic to say the least. All that closed
off the open end was a canvas sheet tied to the metal
work.

These temporary stores were stacked with live shells,
smaller ammunition – and cordite! The wonderful thing
about cordite was its ability to burn continuously in any
situation and even under water. The ‘boys’ quickly
discovered a way to make fireworks for free (fireworks
were not available in 1947).
Cordite was used in two forms in those days. The
apprentices at the Brush engineering works would
(illegally) use the black powdered cordite to fill narrow
sealed metal conduit tubes. Once they had put a bung
in one end with a cord or taper for lighting, they could
produce quite magnificent early forms of the modern
firework rockets.
Subsequently, the 8 and 11 year-olds in this story (and
many, many others who didn’t get caught) discovered
‘green cordite’. It came in long strands like extra thick
spaghetti and, once lit, would burn very brightly. It was
particularly spectacular when tied into bundles, ignited
and thrown into the air.
Our ‘gang of three’ had watched some of the other
children and quickly learnt where to get the cordite and
what to do with it. They would get the green cordite
strands from the Wysall Lane ammunition store and
hide it in a stone bridge nearby where they had
managed to remove some of the stones and create a
‘cubby hole’ inside the bridge which was then
concealed by loosely replacing the facing stone. They
could then retrieve portions of their hoard at any time
and create aerial displays at their leisure.
All was well and (probably) tolerated and overlooked
until one particular Scottish evacuee decided to use
some cordite to blow up the village school by placing it
in a hole that he had dug below the school building. He
was caught and prosecuted because of his deliberate
intentions to cause damage.
Unfortunately, our ‘gang of three’ did not realise that
they would have been wiser to lie low at that time.
Instead, shortly after the incident, they resumed their
activities and decided to have a cordite ‘firework’
display on Queen’s Park at the bottom of the Stockwell.
You can probably guess what happened next!
One of the Scottish evacuee families was so incensed
that the village children were still ‘playing’ with cordite
that our gang of three were ‘shopped’ to the police.
Hence the Court Order.
However this story does have a quaint ending –
remember that the hearing was at 10.30 a.m..
The children were ‘told off’ in court and instructed not
to do it again. The parents were fined £1 for each child
(quite a sum then – bear in mind the costs of living
mentioned above). Then one child was sent home to
bed for the rest of the day. Another child was sent back
to school immediately (probably for a caning). And
Terry was given 1s.6d and told to go to the cinema
because half the day had already been wasted!
But… Terry got caned the next day – probably worth it
to get 2 trips to the cinema in one week!
3

The Wolds Historian No.2 2005

Journey's End!
Joan and Peter Shaw
The getting up alone was at the risk of one’s
life; and when I was up, I was obliged to sit
just at the corner of the coach, with nothing
to hold by, but a sort of little handle, fastened
on the side. I sat nearest the wheel; and at the
moment we set off, I fancied that I saw
certain death await me. All I could do, was to
take still faster hold of the handle, and to be
more and more careful to preserve my
balance.
Charles Moritz 1782

especially when combined with exposure to an English
winter. Though no ages are given for Elizabeth Bell
from Alnwick in Northumberland and her daughter
Mary, buried together on 8th January 1773, this tragedy
could have resulted from a premature birth.
There is no pattern to the burial entries, they cover a
period of just 64 years, and fatalities occurred in all
seasons. The first identified passenger was Margaret
Porter who was buried on 11th July 1713. Others were
Sarah Brown buried 12th January 1719, an unnamed
passenger going to Northumberland 20th March 1719,
William Turner 28th February 1728, Ann Adcock 27th
February 1744, James Marlow 21st May 1749, and
Martha Vann 10th January 1750. Two entries are listed
for 1752, Nathaniel Brown 28th February and William
Andrews 4th October, then Ann Williamson 24th
November 1754 and John Newbiggen 22nd August
1755. There are three entries for 1757, John Owen 16th
January, Ann Hunt 22nd March and John Shaw 9th
December, and one for each of the next two years, John
Dean 17th October 1758 and Margaret Worthley 6th
February 1759. During the 1760s just two passengers
were buried, Robert Patterson 'passing to Glasgow' on
6th December 1763 and Mary 'wife of William Wilson

At the little village of Stanford-on-Soar, on the
Leicestershire-Nottinghamshire border, twenty-five
passengers were buried between the years 1713 and
1776. The term 'passenger' suggests that they were
travelling in some type of wheeled vehicle (reference is
also made to vagrants and travellers). Casualties
probably far exceeded this number; parts of the parish
registers are unreadable, and local people may have
been taken home for burial. It is unlikely that deaths
resulted from a single cause. Some were no doubt due
to accidents but, for a weak heart or frail body, the
strain of the actual journey may have been too great,
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of Sheffield in Yorkshire' on 11th December 1768. In
1770, Elizabeth Anderson was buried on the 10th
January and Joseph Spate on 8th April. Elizabeth
Harrison was interred during the following year though
the precise date is unreadable. Mary Hutchins was
buried on 9th May 1773, a few months after Elizabeth
and Mary Bell, and the final entry is that relating to
Elizabeth Natkins (or Watkins) 'a passenger of Scarboro
in the County of York'.
In his book Roads and Vehicles, Anthony Bird says that
'in the 17th and 18th centuries a journey of any length
by wheeled carriage was only slightly less dangerous
and fractionally more comfortable than a sea voyage',
and travel through Leicestershire and South
Nottinghamshire, regardless of mode of transport, was
not for the faint-hearted. Deep clay
roads ran from Bedfordshire to beyond
the Trent, and these were constantly
stirred and pounded by pack animals
and rutted by heavy carts and wagons,
some drawn by as many twenty oxen.
Many horses died due to the strain of
working in such conditions, and
carriages often overturned. In 1698 it
took Celia Fiennes eleven hours to
cover twenty-five miles – 'a footman
could have gone much faster than I
could ride', she observed.
The biggest hazard at Stanford must
have been the river crossing, and
Nichols tells how, during Queen
Anne's reign, 'a coach and four horses,
in taking Miss Palmer from Wanlip to
pay a visit in Nottinghamshire going
over the ford by Stanford were hurried
down by the stream of the Soar; and the
lady, coachman, and horses, were all
drowned' [1]. The ford was replaced by
a bridge following the accident.
T.R. Potter, the Loughborough
historian, wrote that prior to 1739
(when the road through Cotes and

Hoton was turnpiked) Stanford and East Leake were on
the main route from Loughborough to Nottingham.
Only four of our burials took place before that date and
according to Daniel Defoe, the benefit of the turnpikes
was 'so great that the people in all places begin to be so
sensible of it'. We can safely assume that most long
distance travellers took advantage of the turnpike but
local people may have kept to the old road. A letter
filed with the Green Collection in the Local Studies
Room of Loughborough Library, tells of highwaymen
attacking coaches on Pigeon Lane, between Stanford
and Cotes; perhaps this route was used by people
wishing to avoid paying the toll.
Although the road from Loughborough to Cotes was
causewayed and there has been a bridge over the river

Opposite: Undated postcard of the
bridge at Stanford.
Right: Loughborough to Notingham via
the turnpike. A page from Carey's New
Itinerary from Surveys made by
command of the Right Honourable the
Postmaster General (circa 1800).
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for many centuries, the area between the bridge and
the tollhouse flooded regularly. It was still causing
problems in the 1880s, as letters published in the local
press clearly demonstrate. A writer from Wymeswold
describing himself as 'One Who Has Waded Through
the Flood' recalled that in the 1830s one of the regular
London-Nottingham coaches overturned on the corner,
killing its driver 'an old veteran', and that 'a few years
ago, when the flood was high, Mr Packe or one of his
tenants had a team going through the water, when one
of the horses was taken with cramp, fell down in the
flood, and was drowned'. In September 1880, Mr
Miller of Thorpe in the Glebe was negotiating the
floods with a load of coals when his shaft horse went
down in the water and only the driver's presence of
mind in tipping up the cart saved the animal's life[2].
To date, we have been unable to match any records of
floods and violent storms in the Loughborough area
with the deaths of our Stanford passengers
Prestwold was the parish church for Cotes but there are
no references in the Prestwold registers to travellers or
passengers, and very few outsiders were buried there. It
seems that local road fatalities may have been taken to
Stanford, regardless of where they actually died.

The first two of Ellen Smith's books,
Memories of a Country Girlhood and Seven
Pennies in my Hand are being reprinted.
Plenty of copies of the third and fourth
books, Many Fingers in the Pie and Never
Too Late, are also still available.

Notes
1: On 21 April 1712, Samuel Lee and an eleven year
old girl called Mary Sheffield were drowned at Stanford
and carried home to Wanlip for burial. We assume
Samuel was Miss Palmer's coachman. We have found
no reference to Miss Palmer herself; the answer may
well lie hidden within the large collection of Palmer
family papers held at the Record Office for
Leicestershire Leicester and Rutland. The river at
Stanford was diverted when the Great Central Railway
was built (1884–99) but the brick bridge is still there in
the field behind the church and the foundations of its
toll house can still be seen.

These four books were written by Ellen (or
'Nell' as she was known) in the early 1980s
when she was in her seventies. In the twenty
years since their first publication these books
have gained greatly in importance, providing
a unique insight into farming life in
Wymeswold that has otherwise been
forgotten. Even the remarks about 'today' –
the early 1980s – now have historic interest of
their own.
Profits from sales of all these books will go to
the Nottingham City Hospital 'Children with
Leukemia' charity and the Wymeswold
Church Appeal Fund to help with the
maintenance of the building and churchyard.

2: In 1881 Mr B S Brundell M Inst CE was requested to
carry out a complete appraisal of flooding in the Soar
Valley and make recommendations regarding
prevention. His report states that during 1880 the river
flooded thirteen times. The issue of the flooding at
Cotes was covered in the Wolds Newsletter 1996.

There will be a book launch for the two
reprints at the Mince Pie Morning at
St Mary's Church on Saturday 10th
December. Please come along for a mince
pie, mulled wine – and to be among the first
to read these reprints. After the launch the
books will then be available from
Wymeswold Post Office, Ginny Westcott and
Bob Trubshaw.

Based on an article previously published in the 1997
newsletter of the Loughborough Archaeological and
Historical Society.

Opposite: Map of Stanford and Cotes by
local historian Brian C.J. Williams. He led the
archaeological dig at Cotes in 1966; see page 10.
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Cotes Juxta Lughborowe
Half a mile from the eastern outskirts of Loughborough a group of houses, a bus shelter and a parish notice
board mark the village of Cotes, a place so small and quiet that many drive through without a second
glance. Dr Hoskins did not include Cotes among his Deserted Villages of Leicestershire, but a deserted –
or very shrunken – village it undoubtedly is, and the crumbling ruins and earthworks of its former self are
clearly visible.
Monarchs have stood on the soil of Cotes juxta Lughborowe (also known as Cotes-Poutrell, Over Cotes,
North Cotes, Cotes super Sore). Armies have engaged in battle here, fortunes have been lost and gained.
The mill can trace its ancestry to William the Conqueror's Domesday survey, the great bridge and the
causeway across the water meadows had their foundation in the thirteenth century. This is an ancient spot
with a wealth of history but few books about Leicestershire chronicle more than the odd fragment and
many indexes pass from Cossington to Cotesbach without a mention of Cotes.
The following portrait of Cotes was published under ‘Nooks and Corners of Leicestershire’ in Spencer's
Illustrated Leicester Almanack of 1871. It is signed TRP and the style is that of Thomas Rossell Potter.
T.R. Potter was a Wymeswold schoolmaster. He edited several local newspapers, including the
Loughborough Monitor and the Loughborough News, and is probably best known for his History and
Antiquities of Charnwood Forest. In addition to books and articles on Leicestershire and its history he
contributed to sporting magazines and journals and was a keen poet. Readers will find more about Cotes
in Rambles Around Loughborough which he published in 1868.
Mr Potter, while an enthusiastic local historian and a master at the art of storytelling, demonstrates what
can only described as extreme coyness when it comes to disclosing evidence and sources, and we have
taken the liberty of adding a few footnotes to his text; Potter’s own footnotes are shown with the initials
[TRP].
Joan and Peter Shaw

About a mile and a half from Loughborough is a spot hardly ever
noticed by the passer by, though the time was when it was an important
place, and it still retains memories of great and striking interest: that
spot is Cotes.
Doubtless its name is derived from its situation by the side (à la côté)
of the River Soar[1]. In very early times a fortress, then called Cotes
Castle[2] remains of which may still be seen. This spot commanded the
crossing of the ancient British and Roman road from Seg's Hill [3]. In
later times Cotes Hall [4] became its designation, and
'A merry place it was in days of yore
Though something ails it now'.
For the benefit of tourists and antiquaries, we will attempt a brief
notice of this too little regarded place, only adding that every
intelligent person may find in the present times a scene of wonder and
beauty.
A passing mention of the possessors of this ancient lordship is all that
can be attempted in our limited space.
In the time of Ethelred, Earl Morcar gave the village to the Abbot of
Burton-upon-Trent, and the first church here was built by an Abbot of
Burton.
John Frumentin was patron in 1223
In 1254, Gilbert de Segrave held the same in socage.
In 1308, John Bardolf held lands here under John Poutrell.
In 1343, Ralph Basset of Drayton, held lands in Cotes
Poutrell [5].
Henry Skipwith, son of Sir William Skipwith, of Ormesby, purchased
Prestwold and Cotes about 1550. His great grandson, Sir Henry [6] sold
8

1. Contrary to Potter’s ‘doubtless’
assertion, the origin of the name
Cotes is from the Old English word
cot which means ‘shelter’
(presumably for travellers waiting for
flood waters to abate before fording
the Soar); this word is the origin of
the modern word ‘cottage’.
2. We have found no evidence of a
castle at Cotes; presumably this is a
romanticised reference to the ruins
of the house.
3. Although the road from Six Hills to
Cotes is undoubtedly an old one, the
Victoria County History does not
define it as Roman.
4. The grand house at Cotes was
usually referred to as Cotes Park
House.
5. John Nichols’ History and
Antiquities of the County of Leicester
Vol III Pt I outlines the medieval
history of Cotes, but it should be
noted that some information may
refer to Coton in Derbyshire.
6. The Skipwiths were poets. Many of
Sir Henry’s ‘conceits’?? may be
found in Nichols, especially that
curious one – ‘If any swim against
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The Wolds Historical Organisation summer walk
around the ruins at Cotes, 16th May 1989.

The now-gone tithe barn at Cotes from Spencer's
Illustrated Almanack of 1871.

the estate to Alderman or Lord Packe in
1653, for £8174.10s.6d. His son, Sir Grey,
emigrated to America during Cromwell's
usurpation, and the present Sir Peyton
succeeded as 10th Baronet in 1863.[7]
The Old Hall, in the Skipwiths' times, was a
glorious place; it was especially so when its
loyal-hearted owner received his sovereign
Charles I for his guest May 28th, 1648[8].
Sir Christopher Packe resided at Cotes Hall,
and it was in his son's time that an unjust
steward is said to have set fire to the mansion
to cover his own wrong doings. After this the
chief materials were used in building
Prestwold Hall [9].
At this time the village must have been a
goodly one, but a visitation of the Plague, in
1690, greatly diminished it. The Rev Samuel
Shaw was at that time the Incumbent, and
not, as has been said elsewhere, Andrew
Glen[10]. Mr Shaw seems have been been
another Mompesson [11]. After ministering to
the wants, temporal and spiritual, of his poor
people, he dug their graves, and himself
interred them, carrying them to their last
resting places on his shoulders; no other
person dared approach them.
The church in which he laboured has, like the
hall, disappeared, and neither vestige nor
view of it remains[12]. Even the site of it is
now hardly traceable[13].
Yet the visitors of this then ‘Deserted
Village’ will find endless subjects for
moralizing and conjecture. The site of the
Old Hall may be seen in some earth works
opposite Mr Warner Lacey's house. The large
walled garden remains. It is entered by a door
which is perhaps coeval, and is itself a
curiosity. The old terraces, which must at one

7.

8.

9.

10.

the stream ‘tis I. With wind and tide if any go, ‘tis you, &c,
&c,’ [TRP]
Sir Henry Skipwith married Jane the widow of Francis Nele
and purchased the Manor of Cotes from the Nele family
around 1570. His grandson – also Henry – was penalised for
supporting the Royalist cause during the civil wars of the
mid-seventeenth century and forfeited his estates to Sir
Christopher James Packe – see George Farnham’s Notes on
Prestwold and its Hamlets in Medieval Times. We cannot
confirm the sum paid by Sir Christopher.
Sir Henry entertained King Charles I at Cotes in 1645 not
1648 (see Nichols and Farnham). This was not the first visit
of a King to Cotes. In 1318 Edward II with his queen and
retinue met with Thomas, Earl of Lancaster, at Cotes Bridge.
Thomas is said to have had with him 18,000 men at arms –
see Leicestershire by Guy Paget and Lionel Irvine.
Sadly, we do not have space for TRP's celebratory poem – A
Royal Night at Cotes – in entirity. Originally published in the
Loughborough News of 24th December 1868 and
reproduced in the 1998 Newsletter of the Wolds Historical
Organisation, the work comprises thirteen verses. The
closing lines are:
Yet there a cherish'd symbol stood,
Carved in the mantel's cedar wood,
A crown above a Star.
And underneath two letters told,
What guest that hall had held of old,
Those letters were C.R.
It was around 1700, in the time of Sir Christopher’s grandson
Clifton, that Cotes Park House was destroyed. The Packes
moved to Prestwold which had been the home of Henry
Skipwith until his mother’s death in 1630 (Nichols and
Farnham). In the Leicestershire volume of Buildings of
England Niklaus Pevsner says the core of Prestwold Hall is
Jacobean. Materials from Cotes may well have been used to
enlarge it.
This corrects, to some extent, an account previously given by
Potter, although the date is still wrong. The Rev Shaw’s
terrible experiences at Cotes are well-documented and took
place in 1665. Cotes was a chapelry of Prestwold, but it is
interesting to note that only seven deaths were recorded in
9
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time have formed glorious promenades, still remain, and
an antiquary will detect many traces of the old castle[14]
on the river side.
Even now, with its fine trees and ruins, if the mind can
but conjure up the past, Cotes becomes enchanted
ground.
The grand old Barn, the subject of our engraving, from
the pencil of Mrs Meek, is 34 yards by a third of its
length in breadth [15]. By some, it has been conjectured
that it must have been the original church, but this is
hardly probable.
It is more likely that it was the tithe barn for the large
lordships of Cotes, Hoton, and Prestwold. At all events it
is an architectural curiosity, and has occasionally been
used for harvest and other festivals. Its capaciousness is
not exceeded by the great barn at Eltham. Its architecture
is singular.
In the old garden wall, close by, may be observed a
fragment of a window which may have formed a portion
of the church. The extensive garden, wholly surrounded
by this remarkable wall, is entered on the south side by an
oaken door that appears coeval with the wall itself. The
fine terraces that cross it were parts of the ancient
Plaisaunce. Two ruined stone buildings, at the end,
appear to have been portions of the old castle.
Seen from the meadow beyond the Soar, the whole scene
is one of such beauty, that le Keux made it the subject of
one of his finest pictures[16]. The fine Ilex [holly] on the
west is as old as the first Skipwith's time, and it was near
it that Charles I stood while addressing the Royalist's
troops.
The road by Cotes toll-bar, cutting through a portion of
the park, is of comparatively recent formation[17].
Moot-hill, an ancient British or Danish encampment[18],
and Mere-hill, another striking eminence, were portions
of the ancient park of Cotes. Both are favourite spots for
the antiquary and naturalist. Few places in the county
afford so many subjects and objects of real interest; yet
none have been more generally disregarded.
A stroll over the scenes we have so cursorily described,
will afford every lover of the temporis acti real
enjoyment, and he will wonder that so little should have
been noticed and known of the interesting ruins of Cotes.
T.R.P.

11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

16.

17.

18.

the Prestwold Registers for the period of Rev
Shaw’s chaplaincy –1661 to 1667 – and in 1665
just one. Despite the burden placed upon him,
failure to record a death seems alien to Rev
Shaw’s character, and we can only assume there
was a separate register for Cotes which has not
survived. Samuel Shaw became master of the free
school at Ashby. His story is told in books and
records of that town and in the 1997 Newsletter
of the Wolds Historical Organisation.
William Mompesson was the rector of Eyam in
Derbyshire who famously arranged for the village
to quarantine itself when the plague killed 260
out of about 350 inhabitants.
The Medieval Earthworks of Central
Leicestershire by R.F. Hartley includes a plan of
Cotes Park House, the old village and the chapel.
In 1966 B.C.J. Williams led a dig at the site of the
chapel and unearthed a skeleton in a shallow
grave close to the south-west corner. The burial is
thought to have taken place before the chapel fell
into ruins.
The church was, at one period, a famous
sanctuary, and a letter of the Marquis of Dorset,
respecting two noted malefactors claiming refuge
there in 1553 is still extant. [TRP]
Fred Hartley’s plan shows no likely castle site,
neither is one mentioned in the archaeological
records kept by George Green and now held in
the Local Studies Room at Loughborough Library.
White’s Directory of Leicestershire and Rutland,
1863, speaks of ‘a lofty stone barn built during the
time of the Skipwiths and measuring 34 yards
long by eleven yards wide’. There is now nothing
left of the barn, but its location can be determined
with the aid of Mrs Meek’s picture.
Cotes Park House was already in ruins at this
time. We have never seen a picture of the house
before the fire and in 1868 Potter stated he was
not aware of any view of the hall ‘in all its glory’.
We do not know which road Potter is talking
about. The 1835 OS map shows the same road
layout as present day. Presumably the road to
Nottingham was improved when it was turnpiked
but that was 1739 – hardly ‘recent’!
Moat – or Moot – Hill may have been a moot site,
or meeting place, but Fred Hartley suggests it
came about as a result of seventeenth century
landscaping.

This article first appeared in the Leicestershire Historian No. 35 (1999) and is reproduced
with the permission of the Leicestershire Archaeological and Historical Society; for The
Wolds Historian several footnotes have been added or amended.
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Whatever happened to the Skipwiths of
Prestwold and Cotes?
Philip White
Prestwold church has a chancel once described as a
‘storehouse’ of monuments to the Packe family, but
there are older memorials. One of these is the
magnificent altar tomb of Sir William Skipwith, lord of
the manors of Prestwold and Cotes, and his wife. This
monument dates from 1631 when the Skipwiths were
at their most influential. Sir Henry, who succeeded his
father William, was a confidante of Charles I.
Yet within a generation the estates had been lost, Sir
Henry and his eldest sons were dead, and the youngest
son had fled to the new American colonies.
As visitors to the church often ask about the Skipwiths, I
resolved to discover what caused the family’s downfall
and its subsequent history. Some information was
obtained from local archives but a chance encounter
with Mr Brent Miller, an American descendant,
revealed that his uncle, George Goforth, had compiled
a Skipwith genealogy, which gave me access to a rich
source of documented knowledge.
What emerges is a gripping tale of political intrigue,
warring neighbours, retribution meted out to the king’s
supporters, and successful resettlement in Virginia –
culminating in the birth there of a new ‘Prestwould’.
At peace in Prestwold and Cotes
Skipwiths trace their lineage from the Norman baron
Robert D’Estoteville, who crossed to England with
William the Conqueror. A descendant, William
Skipwith (who died in 1547), was married firstly to
Elizabeth Tyrwhitt, then had a fifth son, Henry, by his
second marriage to Alice Dymoke. In 1562 Henry
married Jane Hall, the widow of Francis Nele of
Prestwold and Cotes. The Neles trace their descent
from the original De Prestwolds. Henry and Jane raised
a large family. Henry, of Keythorpe, died in 1588. His
eldest son, William, together with his mother bought
the manor of Prestwold. This then comprised 500 acres
of land, eight messuages, four cottages, ten gardens, the
rents of 1 barbed arrow, a pound of cumin, a pound of
pepper and 30 shillings in Hoton, Cotes, Burton and
Prestwold. The estate also included the free warren and
part-advowson of Cotes church. William’s mother died
in 1598.
He married Margaret Cave and had four sons and four
daughters. After Margaret’s death in 1594, he wed Jane
Markham. William was knighted by James I in 1603

Sir William Skipwith's monument in Prestwold church.
when the king was on his way south to take the crown,
and died in 1610.
William Skipwith’s son and heir Henry was knighted in
1609. In that same year he married Amy Kempe and
made Prestwold his main residence. The Cotes
mansion, built in 1580 in an idyllic spot on the banks of
the River Soar, remained the home of his stepmother,
Jane, until she died in 1630. Henry and Amy had a
family of four sons (William, Henry, Thomas and Grey)
and three daughters (Elizabeth, Diana and Anne)
between 1614 and 1623. John Nichols wrote that Sir
Henry was created 1st Baronet of Prestwould in 1622,
11
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Genealogy of the Skipwiths of Prestwold and Cotes
Henry Skipwith
of Keythorpe d.1588

= Jane Hall
widow of Francis Nelf d.1598

(2) Jane Roberts = Sir William
d.1630
of Cotes d.1610

= (1) Margaret Cave
d.1594

Henry; Francis; George; Jane; Ursula; Margaret
and 6 other daughters

(2) Blandina
= Sir Henry
= (1) Amy Kempe
widow of John Acton
of Prestwold and Cotes
1589/1631
1st Bart. 1589/1653
William
died unmarried
1651

Sir Henry
Thomas
2nd Bart.
died w/out
died after 1655 children

George; Thomas; Jane; Anne; Elizabeth;
another son and another daughter

Sir Grey = Anne Kempe
3rd Bart.
1617/1680

Elizabeth; Diana; Anna (married
Sir John Pate)

Sir William
4th Bart. 1670/1730
Sir Grey 5th Bart.
b.1705; died unmarried
William

Sir William
= Elizabeth Smith
6th Bart. 1707/64

Grey
b.1733; unmarried

Lelia Robertson
(2)

Robert
b.1712

Selina

Henry
b.1714

(2) Jean Miller = Sir Peyton = (1) Anne Miller Robert
1748/1826
7th Bart.
1743/1779
b.1748
1740/1805

= Humberston
1791/1863

= Sarah Nevison
(1)

Helen

Fulwar = Annie
1836/1900 Ledyard

Grey

Helen Sarah

Austin L. Skipwith

Fulwar
1720/1808
Henry
b.1751

Selina

Sir Grey
8th Bart.
b.1771
Lelia

= Sarah Peyton

= Harriet
Peyton
Townshend

Sir Thomas
9th Bart.
b.1804

William

Fulwar; 6 others

Sir Peyton d'Estoteville
10th Bart.
Sir Grey Humberston
11th Bart.
Sir Patrick Alexander Skipwith
(grandson of Sir Grey Humberston)
12th and current Bart.
12
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at Whitehall. This was a prosperous, peaceful time.
Between 1611 and 1613 Sir Henry’s sisters, Anne and
Elizabeth, married local gentry Edward and John Pate
of Kettleby, while Jane wed Sir George Throckmorton
of Fulbruck, Buckinghamshire. Henry’s land holdings
increased greatly; an indenture mentions that apart
from free fishing in the Soar he had 1,400 acres of land,
150 acres of meadows, 800 acres of pasture, 400 acres
of heath, with 30 messuages, 10 cottages, 15 tofts, 3
mills, 5 dovecots, 30 gardens and 30 orchards.
Relations with neighbours and tenants were good, as
shown by a bequest in the 1627 will of Robert Morton
of Hollytree Farm, Hoton of his ‘Book of Physicke to
Mistris Dianne Skipwith of Cotes Park House Mansion’.
The only Diana was Amy’s daughter, then about six. In
the Prestwold burial register Amy is shown in Latin as
Dña Amy Skipwith; but this is thought to be an
abbreviation for Domina (or Dame or Mistress) rather
than Diana. Sadly Amy died in 1631 and Sir Henry
remarried. The date is unclear as there is a gap in the
Prestwold registers between 1639 and 1649, but
indentures of 1649 to 1653 state ‘Sir Henry married
Dame Blandina, widow of John Acton, goldsmith, then
his wife by an indenture of demise of June 1640’.

indenture in law became absolute.
Sir Henry was still living in 1653, but his eldest son had
died. The second son, also Henry, became 2nd
Baronet, but died unmarried not long after his father.
There are no recorded dates or causes of death. There
were still Skipwiths living locally long afterwards; the
burial records for 1696 refer to ‘Mrs Anne Skipwith,
Mistris of Burton’.
Flight and settlement in Virginia
The youngest son of Sir Henry, Grey, became 3rd
Baronet. He fled to Middlesex County, Virginia, during
the 1650s. Virginia had been settled by emigrants
landing at Chesapeake Bay and Jamestown in 1607.
With its hot, humid climate, plantations of tobacco
were soon established, cultivated mainly by slaves.
Grey married Anne Kempe and died about 1680. An
inscription on his grandson’s tombstone in Blandford
church, Petersburg VA reads ‘Sir Henry and his sons
were killed by Cromwell’. The cause of their deaths has
to be speculation; clearly the trauma of losing the estate
and the threat of imprisonment for debt, together with
the pestilences at the time, could have hastened their
demise, especially Sir Henry who was 64 years old at a
time of low life expectation.
Sir Grey had one son, William (born 1670; died 1730),
who became 4th Baronet and married Sarah Peyton of
Gloucester County in 1704. They had five children.
The eldest was born in 1705 and was also Grey,
became 5th Baronet but never married. Their second
son, William, was born in 1707 and became 6th
Baronet on the death of his brother. He died himself in
1764. The three younger children were Robert, Henry
and Fulwar (born 1720; died 1808).
The family had gone up in society as in 1733 Sir
William married Elizabeth Smith, daughter of John
Smith, High Sheriff of Middlesex County VA, and was
later Sheriff himself. Try to imagine addressing an
American Sheriff as ‘Sir William’… They had five
children: William, Grey, Sir Peyton (born 1740; died
1805), Robert (born 1748) and Henry (born 1751 and
married to a daughter of John Wayles). A sister of
Henry’s wife, Martha, was married to Thomas Jefferson
who drafted the American Declaration of
Independence and later was 3rd American President.
Fulwar Skipwith was US Consul to revolutionary
France in 1790.
Sir Peyton, who became 7th Baronet, was born in
Blandford, Prince George County, Petersburg. He was
married twice, to two sisters. By his first wife, Anne
Miller (born 1743) they had three children: Grey (born
1771 in Virginia; he later went to live in England),
Peyton and Lelia. In 1779 Anne died and in 1788 he
married her sister Jean (born 1748; died 1836) who had
three children: Humberston (born 1791; died 1863),
Helen and Selina.
Before 1768 Sir Peyton had moved to Mecklenburg
County VA, living in an ancient hunting lodge called

The Civil War and its aftermath
Sir Henry was an ardent Royalist. When Charles I
raised his standard in Nottingham in 1642, thereby
starting the Civil War, the principal families of
Leicestershire included Skipwith of Cotes, who were on
the Royalist side.
Things went well at first for the Royalists, with Sir
Henry as one of the Commissioners of Array for the
county. In a 1645 Parliamentary tract Sir Henry
Skipwith and Sir John Pate (married to Sir Henry’s
daughter Anne) were called ‘two notorious delinquents
and powerful with his majesty.’ In 1645 Sir Henry had
entertained the king at his Cotes home at the time of the
reported battle for control of the strategic Cotes bridge.
Shortly afterwards the king was defeated at Naseby and
eventually captured and executed in 1649.
Sir Henry Skipwith was fined £1,114 for supporting the
king, and his estates were further financially impaired
by severe fines and sequestrations. Extra payments of
£50 a year in addition to the usual £5 for the
maintenance of a minister at both Prestwold and Hoton
were demanded by Parliamentary orders in 1646, 1648
and 1650. More seriously, by his marriage he had
secured to the mayor and citizens of London a
guarantee for the children of Blandina’s former
marriage: Anne, Martha and Edward. This amounted to
the then-enormous sum of £3,750, with a lease of 99
years on the manor of Prestwold.
On a statute of £5,000 Sir Henry’s lands were seized
and the lease assigned in March 1649 to Christopher
Packe, sheriff and alderman of the City of London, and
later Lord Mayor. In an indenture of 5th July 1653, as
the payment by Sir Henry had not been made, the
13
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Bluestone Castle, then went to Elm Hill near
Clarkesville. In 1778 he went to live in Surrey County,
before returning four years later to Mecklenburg
County.
Building of Prestwould
Sir Peyton’s father, Sir William, had taken a bit of a
gamble when he acquired part of a ten mile tract along
the Roanoke River. Some gamble – he won it from
William Byrd III as a stake in a three-day card game. In
1794 Sir Peyton began constructing Prestwould
Plantation Mansion there for Lady Jean. The sketch
map shows Skipwith township five miles north-east of
Prestwould.
14

Prestwould Plantation Mansion is situated on a bluff
high above the confluence of the Dan and Stanton
rivers in Southside VA. The house is a post-Revolution
Georgian style property. In later years it had lovely
gardens with an octagonal summer house and slave
gardens.
Back in 1798 Prestwould Plantation was about 5,000
acres worked by 100 slaves. According to a
compilation of the Virginia Historical Society in 1995,
farming activities on the estate included livestock,
cattle, chickens, hogs, horses and sheep. Crops were
corn, cotton, grasses, hemp, tobacco, wheat and
garden produce. Slaves were trained as skilled masons,
wagoners, weavers and woodsmen. Insights into life
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then reveal that young boys used to roll hogsheads of
tobacco to market in 1795 and wheat for the mill was
not bagged until the morning as the rats would gnaw
open the sacks overnight.
Virginia was a slave economy, abhorrent in our eyes,
but this was a different age before the abolition of
slavery in the 1860s. The Skipwiths appear to have
been kindly masters as shown by their comprehensive
records of the health and medical treatment of the
slaves and freedmen. The plantation weathered the
Civil War to become one of America's wealthier
properties.

and Grey. Humberston inherited Prestwould Plantation
Mansion and, with Lelia, in 1831 transformed the
interior.
From Humberston, Grey inherited land on the south
side of the Dan river. Fulwar inherited Prestwould
Plantation and land on the north side of the Staunton
River and became a tobacco planter. Fulwar married
Anne Ledyard and their son, Austin L. Skipwith,
subsequently inherited the Prestwould estates.
Prestwould is now one of America’s most historic sites.
Each year there is a grand reunion of all the Skipwith
descendants at Prestwould Plantation Mansion.

Return of the Baronetcy to England
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Anne Miller’s son, Grey, became the 8th Baronet when
Sir Peyton died. He had left Virginia and settled in
England after marrying Harriet Townshend of
Horrington Hall, Warwickshire in 1801. They had nine
children including Sir Thomas George Skipwith (born
1804 and later 9th Baronet), William and Fulwar (born
1810).
The baronetcy, created in 1622 at Prestwold,
Leicestershire, has continued since in England. The
current, 12th, Baronet is Sir Patrick Alexander
d’Estoteville Skipwith. He is the grandson of the 11th
Baronet, Sir Grey Humberston d’Estoteville. I
understand that some of the research on which George
Goforth’s Skipwith genealogy is based was carried out
by Mr Egerton Grey d’Estoteville Skipwith, uncle of the
present Baronet. Mr Goforth, who lives in Annandale
VA, is a descendant of two Yorkshire Quakers, William
Goforth and Anne Skipwith, who settled in New Jersey
in 1677.
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Life back in Virginia
Meanwhile, back in Virginia, Humberston Skipwith,
who lived intially at Elm Hill, had married Sarah
Nevison and had two daughters, Helen and Sarah.
After Sarah died in 1822 he married again in 1830,
Lelia Robertson, daughter of Fulwar, and had four more
children: Selina, Lelia, Fulwar (born 1836; died 1900)

For information on the Prestwould Plantation today,
including photographs of the interior of the Mansion,
see www.scalamandre.com/tour/pret/prest.htm

Anyone seen great-great-grandad?
9th November 1821
Thomas Garton, Walton-on-the-Wolds, left his wife and family, on Thursday October 11th
1821. His wife Mary will remunerate any person who will inform her as to where he is to be
found. He is a little broad-set man, of short nose, goes with a limp, having had his thigh
broken, bald headed, and is about 54 years of age. Had on when he left a dark brown coat and
waistcoat with metal buttons, breeches of a brown cord, and [it] is supposed was accompanied
by a female, who is very stout, and with a most masculine appearance. Mary Garton, Waltonon-the-Wolds, nr Loughborough.
Information from the Leicester Family History Society Index of Absconders.
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Wymeswold’s ghosts
Bob Trubshaw
After a splendid Christmas Day lunch provided by good
friends living in Brook Street, Wymeswold, the
conversation flowed from topic to topic. For whatever
reason I ventured to mention that I’d only heard of one
haunted house in the village. ‘Oh, really? But haven’t
you heard about… ‘ came the reply. And some suitable
spooky tales then provided Christmas afternoon
entertainment.
Indeed I hadn’t heard about the other somewhat
spooky goings on. Exact details were provided but, for
the sake of this article, I will not identify specific houses
– after all, ‘frequent paranormal events’ is not the sort of
‘feature’ normally listed by estate agents, and such a
reputation might make the properties more difficult to
sell.
The story I had heard concerned a three-storey
Georgian building in Far Street. But my friend was able
to go further. The problem was, she said, that in the
middle of the night the occupants would be woken by
the sound of a child falling down stairs then crying. As
they had children of their own such disturbances could
not be ignored, although every time they investigated
their children were all sound asleep in bed. However,
so far as I am aware, no one ever saw the source of the
inexplicable sounds.
‘Heard but not seen’ also best describes a wellmeaning paranormal visitor to a house in Church
Street. Sitting comfortably in their lounge, a female
voice asks the woman living there ‘Are you all right,
dear?’ However the voice seemingly has no interest in
the well-being of the man living there, as he has never
heard such inexplicable voices. However, several
successive occupants of the house have seen a kindly
old man in a rocking chair in one of the upstairs rooms.
And, form time to time, strange figures pass swiftly
outside the windows looking into the garden.
Another ghost in the village also preferred not to be
seen. Neither did he make a sound. Instead he simply
made himself ‘felt’ to the occupants of the house in
Brook Street. This sensation was so frequent they called
the presence ‘George’. However a neighbour, who
knew the house was unoccupied at the time, once saw
a male figure at a rear bedroom window. Having a key
she bravely entered the house, accompanied by her
fairly large dog. However the dog was seriously
‘spooked’ and stayed back! Needless to say there was
no burglar, still less an explanation for the figure at the
window. Soon after, the interior of the house was
redecorated in fairly bright colours. Seemingly this was

Above: An aurochs.
Opposite: From the Loughborough Echo
in the mid-1980s.
not to the conservative taste of George, who was no
longer felt, still less seen.
And, finally, I was told that when venturing along Clay
Street during the hours of darkness, I must look out for a
phantom cat. Not that I will see it clearly – it slips into
one’s peripheral vision but is never there when you
turn your eyes to look more clearly.
Less than a month after I had been regaled with these
tales, a friend who lives in Melton emailed me about a
much bigger ghostly animal. In either 1998 or 1999 he
was returning home along the A6006 and had got as far
as the ‘turnpost’ junction with the Willoughby road to
the east of Wymeswold. His wife, two daughters and
sister were also in the car. It was a misty night and,
immediately after the right-hand bend, encountered
something seriously unnerving:
I was faced with a huge bull-like figure in the middle of
the road facing us with its right hand horn protruding
into our path. I took immediate evasive action and
swerved towards the verge but I still should not have
had room to get through. I stopped and did a threepoint turn to face back the way we had come. I drove
back to where the ‘bull’ had been seen – but there was
nothing! The verges are very wide there but we could
see nothing! We all saw it but we still cannot explain it.
It reminded me of pictures of the [now-extinct]
Aurochs, huge head and long horns.
Then, either late last year or early January this year
[2005], his eldest daughter, her boyfriend and their
baby son were driving along the A6006 again. They
had got closer to Asfordby and, after another right
bend, they were faced with the silhouette of a large bull
in the road. Her boyfriend braked hard but the
apparition vanished before their eyes. His daughter
16
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also thought the apparition looked like a
picture of an Aurochs on the Internet.
Aurochs (also know as Bos primogenus)
definitely once lived in this area, as about
fifteen years ago a skull was discovered close
to Wymeswold (see cutting above). And the
A6006 was almost certainly used by cattle
drovers (who perhaps stopped off at the
Durham Ox – a pub name typically associated
with drovers – which became the Six Hills
Hotel). But ghostly bulls and aurochs are
certainly unusual in the annals of folklore.
I will be very interested to know more about
any of the paranormal experiences mentioned,
and even more interested to know of any other
ghostly encounters in the Wolds; please email
bobtrubs@indigogroup.co.uk or phone
880725.

Airfield warning
beacon at Hoton
During the WHO's summer 2004 walk around
Hoton (led by Philip White) members spotted
a Second World War warning beacon on the
chimney of a house just outside Hoton, just to
the side of the landing path for the airfield.
The house is at Grid Ref 575223 and is the
nearest house before the runway. Several
cottages in-line with the runway on the west of
the Prestwold road were demolished at the
time the airfield was constructed.
17
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War graves at
Burton
The cemetery in Burton on the Wolds is one
of the village’s best kept secrets. Hidden
behind a tall hedge, it attracts little notice
from the casual passer-by and many local
residents have never stepped through its
gates. It is close by the old Wymeswold
Airfield and is a little special for in one
corner is a small group of war graves:
1898698 Sergeant W A Lewin
Air Gunner, Royal Air Force 17th July 1944, age 22

1803836 Sergeant J J Davidge
Air Gunner, Royal Air Force, 7th August 1943, age 20

1380773 Sergeant N K Millard
Wireless Operator Air Gunner, Royal Air Force,
6th December 1942, age 22

1336315 Sergeant S P Pithara
Wireless Operator Air Gunner, Royal Air Force, 2nd
August 1943, age 25

1435153 Sergeant D R Lloyd
Pilot, Royal Air Force, 17th December 1942, age 22

No number Flying Officer D R McLean
Pilot, Royal Canadian Air Force, 25th April 1943, age 23

1567913 Sergeant F V Davis
Air Gunner, Royal Air Force, 17th July 1944, age 22

No number Flying Officer S T Hollick
Flying instructor, Royal Air Force, 29th December 1942,
age 25

966815 Warrant Officer D A Gee
Pilot, Royal Air Force, 17th October 1942, age 22

No number Pilot Officer E G Loughead
Royal Canadian Air Force, 12th December 1942, age 21

R125364 Flight Sergeant J B Jamieson
Air Gunner, Royal Canadian Air Force, 28th November
1942, age 25.

Flying Officer McLean’s Wellington Bomber crashed
on Easter Sunday 1943 at Brundell’s Hill (near
Mowmacre) in Leicester just fifteen minutes after taking
off from North Luffenham. Wireless operator Sgt John
Gerald Adams 21 from Belfast, Sgt George Dunn 28 of
Newcastle upon Tyne, Sgt Vincent Arthur Rice 21 of
Bath, and Sgt Joseph Riley 38 of Blackburn were also
killed and were buried in their home towns.

No number Pilot Officer G Rayner
Royal Air Force, 22nd July 1952, age 19
No number Flying Officer D H King
Royal Air Force, 19th April 1944, age 24
No number Flight Lieutenant J A Hawkins
Pilot, Royal Air Force, 14th April 1944, age 22

Sgt W.S. Whalley’s Lancaster took off from
Wymeswold Airfield at 1.20 and crashed shortly after
take off, possibly near Woodhouse Eaves. There were
no survivors. Three teenage cadets were on board and
were buried at Chapel-en-le-Frith in Derbyshire.

1321918 Sergeant E E Jenner
Navigator, Royal Air Force, 14th October 1943
1473130 Sergeant W S Whalley
Air Bomber, Royal Air Force, 8th September 1943,
age 20

Should anyone wish to explore the stories behind the
deaths of the other young men please get in touch with
the editors. We will be only too willing to give any help
we can.
18
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Looking in detail at the ancient Wolds
Bob Trubshaw
general direction of the Roman town near Goadby
Marwood.
After the Romans left, the Wolds area seems to have
been less heavily farmed, perhaps reverting to scrubby
woodland used for grazing pigs, geese or other
livestock. Evidence from both the Trent valley and
south Leicestershire suggest that in the early AngloSaxon era (fifth to seventh centuries AD) there were
fewer farmsteads than in the preceding Roman era.
Those that remained were on the soils most suitable for
arable farming. This infers that the Wolds, with the
predominately heavy boulder clays, were not as
heavily farmed as in Roman times.
However the Wymeswold-Vernemetum area seems to
have retained importance well into the Anglo-Saxon
era, as high-status brooches from about the eight
century were found by Mr Pat Gratton just to the east of
the village some years ago (one of these is now on
display in Charnwood Museum, Loughborough)
together with Anglo-Saxon strap ends found by another
metal detector user on the Vernemetum site. Such strap
ends are used to decorate the ends of bindings for
burial shrouds, so they are evidence for Christian
burials, and strongly suggest that an early Anglo-Saxon
church or ‘minster’ was built on the site of the Iron Age
‘great sacred grove’. This Christian cemetery is the
successor to the large pagan Anglo-Saxon cemetery just
to the north, which was partly excavated before the
bridge was built over the A46 in the 1960s.
The Roman town at Barrow continued as an important
Anglo-Saxon settlement. The evidence for this is a
substantial scatter of pottery shards. Such quantities of
pottery from this time are rare and, when excavated (as
at Eye Kettleby near Melton Mowbray in the 1990s) are
associated with significant settlements. Waterborne
transport was crucially important in Roman and AngloSaxon times, so the ability to load produce onto vessels
which could readily travel into the Trent valley and go
upstream to the various other tributaries or downstream
towards the Humber and North Sea would make
Barrow a very useful and lucrative trading place. Next
time you hire a rowing boat from the pub at Barrow try
to imagine some shallow-drafted Roman or Saxon
trading boats moored up to offload salt or foreign
produce and return with locally-produced ironwork,
dairy produce or livestock. Yes, animals were taken on
such small craft, with their feet hobbled together.
A similar continuity from the Roman occupation into
the Anglo-Saxon era has also been discerned at

In 2004 two important books were published which
bring together specialist knowledge of local
landscapes. One is devoted to Leicestershire[1] and the
other to the Trent valley[2]. Most of the Wolds villages
fall on the edge Leicestershire and the others, in
Nottinghamshire, are above the Trent valley. This
means that both books have something to say about the
Wolds, although the main emphasis is over a wider
area.
Twenty years ago archaeological knowledge about
Leicestershire and the Trent valley landscapes was, at
best, patchy. Since then the activities of numerous
amateurs plus developer-funded excavations by
professional
archaeologists
have provided
considerably more information. Now it is possible to
make some assessment of our predecessors right back
to the Palaeolithic, more than 250,000 years ago. By
the time of the Neolithic and early farming, about
4,000 years ago, there is sufficient evidence to suggest
that all parts of Leicestershire were being exploited. A
hand axe found in a field near Wymeswold forms part
of that pattern of evidence. The Trent valley was
decidedly busy in the Neolithic, with remains ranging
from fish weirs through to ritual sites which have a
sophistication matching henges and other prehistoric
earthworks surviving more visibly in Derbyshire or
Wiltshire.
The Wolds were regionally important in the Iron Age as
a ‘great sacred grove’ by the Fosse Way on the eastern
extremity of what is now Wymeswold parish gave its
name to the small Roman town of Vernemetum.
Further east, near Goadby Marwood, there was
extensive iron working in both Iron Age and Roman
times, and this iron may have been sold at Vernemetum
to traders using the Fosse Way. The proximity of
Vernemetum would have influenced farming on the
Wolds during the Roman era, and this is reflected in the
Roman farmsteads discovered by fieldwalking in and
around Wymeswold.
After the Romans
Vernemetum was one of a regularly-spaced network of
towns in Roman Leicestershire. Just outside the Wolds,
another town straddling both banks of the River Soar at
Barrow would have been an important trading place.
This is confirmed by the Roman road which runs from
Barrow, over the Wolds between Seagrave and Burton,
crossing the Fosse Way at Six Hills, then continuing
along the ironstone ridge above the Trent valley in the
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Such dividing of larger units of land seems to take place
during the eighth to tenth centuries. This is the period
of Scandinavian settlement (the ‘Viking Age’, although
the Midlands and East Anglia seems to have been
settled predominately by people from the Anglian area
of modern day Germany) and also the time when
settlement changed from isolated farmsteads to the
nucleated villages which characterise the rural English
landscape through to the present day,
Ploughs need villages
Nucleated villages start being created at the same time
as there is increased occupation of heavier soils. This
strongly suggests that they were connected. The most
likely link is the adoption of a much heavier plough,
equipped with mouldboard and coulter. According to a
book by Tom Williamson published in 2003[3] such
ploughs and their associated oxen were a major
investment in resources. They could only be sustained
by a group of farmers sharing the same plough and
oxen team, which in turn required them living close
together so plough teams could be brought together at
short notice when the soil conditions were right for
ploughing. And, on heavy soils, there may only be a
few weeks in the year when the soil was neither too wet
and sticky nor too dry.
Furthermore, plough oxen needed either hay meadows
or woodland pasture to survive the winter. Hay making
is labour intensive and the timing critical. This makes
nucleated settlements essential so haymaking teams
could be assembled when the sun was shining (‘make
hay while the suns shines’ is not just a quaint
expression but a necessity if the hay crop was not to
rot).
We do not know who promoted the widespread use of
heavy ploughs in Anglo-Saxon England, although the
finger points to the Mercian kings and their principal
landowners seeking to maximise the rents they could
extract from their estates. What we do know is that this
single technological innovation indirectly led to the
England we know today because, without this type of
plough and the changes in settlement that resulted, we
would not have villages or the roads that link them
together. In other words, we would not have the rural
England we know and love.
A plethora of pagan place-names
Another book published last year sheds even more light
on later Anglo-Saxon era – the latest volume in Barrie
Cox’s meticulous study of the place-names of
Leicestershire[4]. This discusses in great detail the
origins of the settlement and field names in the East
Goscote hundred, which contains all the Wolds
villages. Indeed Cox’s research provides so much
information about the early medieval settlement of the
Wolds area that he published a separate article
discussing the details[5].
Apart from the probable Anglo-Saxon minster which
succeeded the Iron Age ‘great sacred grove’ at

The 'Wolds pie'. After Harold Fox 'The Wolds before
c.1500' in The English Rural Landscape, John Thirsk
(ed), Oxford UP 2000.

Stanford on Soar, where the church seems to be on the
site of a Roman villa. Reusing the remains of Roman
buildings for early churches is relatively common;
similar evidence has been found at Southwell Minster
and, nearer to the Wolds, at Flawford (Notts) and Ab
Kettleby (Leics). Likewise the earliest version of St
Nicholas church in Leicester incorporated parts of the
Roman baths, perhaps including the part that survives
as Jewry Wall.
Slicing up the Wolds ‘pie’
As the medieval era developed, churches became
inextricably linked with parishes. However land units
equating to parishes existed before churches became
prevalent. New evidence suggests that many parishes
were created around the eighth or ninth centuries, by
subdividing larger units of land. The ring of eight
parishes which radiate about Six Hills (Wymeswold,
Burton, Walton, Seagrave, Thrussington, Ragdale, Old
Dalby and Willoughby) is an excellent example, as this
is clearly a larger unit of land (comprising most of the
Wolds) which has been ‘sliced up’ like a pie.
Evidence from other parts of the Fosse Way suggest that
early Anglo-Saxon administrative land units generally
reflect earlier Roman demarcations; indeed between
Newark and Lincoln Roman land units have been fairly
confidently located – and some of these clearly predate the construction of the Fosse Way, meaning that
they were originally in use in the Iron Age.
However there is no clear evidence that the larger land
unit from which the eight parishes of the Wolds were
created is Roman or earlier, although.a pre-Roman
origin is plausible as the Iron Age ‘great sacred grove’ is
most likely to have been located on a boundary – and it
is, indeed, on the northern boundary of this group of
pie-like parishes.
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Vernemetum, the Wolds is remarkable for the placenames which suggest several pagan shrines. In
Wymeswold the name Horrou is recorded in 1212 and
Harrowfeld appears in 1412. These derive from the Old
English haerg meaning 'sacred grove or heathen
temple'. This ‘Harrow’ gave its name to the preenclosure Arrow field which straddled the River Mantle
(significantly, also known as the River Arrow) to the
east of the village, running towards Six Hills and
probably accounts for the modern Harrow Farm nearby
on the Burton Road. Almost certainly the original
pagan shrine was in part of the Arrow Field, probably at
a spring associated with the River Arrow/Mantle. A few
other hearg place-names are known nationally,
although not all modern ‘Harrow’ places derive from
hearg. Interesting another Harrowe is mentioned in
Scalford, to the north of Melton Mowbray.
In Wymeswold an Alfletford is recorded in 1292 and
Alfleethorn at some time in the thirteenth century. This
is from the Old English alh (meaning 'heathen temple')
and fleot ('stream') with ford or thorn respectively. The
location of this ‘temple ford’ is not known but has to be
associated with the River Mantle and may be an
alternative reference to the same hearg. Alfletford
compares closely to Wyfordby (wig is Old English for
‘pagan shrine’) to the east of Melton Mowbray. The
same Old English word wig also gives its name to
Wysall, immediately to the north of Wymeswold.
The combination of Vernemetum, Wysall, a haerg
and/or alh towards Six Hills is a most unusual survival
of evidence for three or more pagan shrines in close
proximity, and it is all the more remarkable that similar
names are known fairly close at Scalford and
Wyfordby. The problem with place-name evidence is
that we can never be sure when these names were first
created. Some go back to at least the eighth century
and a few are known to date to the tenth century (and,
rarely in Leicestershire, even later). Predictably enough
many of the older place-names seem to date back to
the formation of nucleated villages and their associated
‘great fields’. However these haerg and alh placenames are more likely to be no more recent than the
mid-seventh century, as such pagan shrines are
unlikely to survive the conversion to Christianity by
more than a few decades. Because place-names tend to
denote something unusual, just possibly such haerg
and alh names originate around the time of the
Christian conversion, when pagan shrines were
becoming less commonplace. However an older origin
seems more likely.
Where did the locals go?
When the Anglo-Saxons arrived in the Wolds, what
happened to the people who were already living here?
Place-name evidence suggests that they formed
independent settlements. One of these is Walton on the
Wolds which, like other Waltons in the country, is
derived from the Old English wala tun, meaning ‘the
farmstead of the British’. The word wala evolved into

Above: The site of a spring to the north of Harrow
Farm. Was this the Anglo-Saxon haerg?
Below: The culvert leading to the ruins of Gambers
Hill Lodge. Is this the successor to the Alfletford?

the modern world ‘Welsh’, but originally had a broader
sense of ‘indigenous British’ – and ‘slave’. These
Britons spoke a Celtic language, akin to Welsh and
Scottish Gaelic.
A different Old English word also had an almost
identical meaning of ‘the British’. This is the word
cumbre which is a loan word from Celtic (and became
the Cymru of modern Welsh, used to denote Wales). In
1543 there is references to a Cumberdale in
Wymeswold (probably the valley of the River Mantle
and just maybe the area around the hearg or pagan
shrine discussed above); a few years later in 1601
Cumberlea is recorded in Seagrave (a ‘lea’ is a clearing
in woodland). Also in Seagrave are Finchette (recorded
in 1601) and Trunchit (recorded in 1697). Both of these
minor place-names take their ending from the protoWelsh word ced (meaning 'a wood'); Trunchit also
incorporates the proto-Welsh word trum ('a
promontory'). Furthermore, between Seagrave and
Walton runs a stream once called the Severne, also a
Celtic word meaning ‘river’ (which has been retained
as the name of the major river in the West Country).
This cluster of pre-Anglo-Saxon place-name elements
suggests that at least parts of Wymeswold and
Seagrave, as well Walton, were enclaves of the native
population for some time after the Anglo-Saxons began
to settle in the Wolds.
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There are parallels in other parts of the country. Several
place-name scholars have suggested that the Britons
and Anglo-Saxons lived in close proximity for several
generations and there is no evidence to suggest that this
was other than a harmonious arrangement.

essential for livestock, and – perhaps most importantly
– reduced the time when heavy clayey soils were
suitable for ploughing.
The archaeology of the Trent valley suggests that heavy
flooding increased during the middle ages. The Trent is
especially prone to flooding because the higher
reaches in Staffordshire and the tributaries flowing from
the north (such as the Derwent) all drain large areas of
upland England. Heavy rainfall on these uplands has a
dramatic effect on water levels in the Trent. Tributaries
flowing from the south (such as the Soar) do not drain
such extensive areas. However the Soar needs to flow
into the Trent and, if water levels in the Trent are
running high because of water from further upstream
(and the confluence with the Derwent is a few miles
further up the Trent from where the Soar joins), then the
water from the Soar cannot escape, causing the Soar
valley to flood. Only a major system of locks and flood
defences, some constructed in the last fifteen years, has
alleviated the flood damage that can arise when the
Soar cannot flow ‘uphill’ into the flooded Trent. Prior to
these defences the effect of the increased rainfall during
the thirteenth century could have been disastrous for
settlements which border the Soar, such as Barrow and
Cotes.

Meeting in the middle
Although the Wolds area is on the western edge of East
Goscote hundred, it is near the centre of the original
Goscote hundred, before it was split into West and
East. Barrie Cox suggests that the field shown as ‘Goose
Foot Close’ on the Wymeswold Enclosure Award is not,
as might first be suspected, a reference to a field with a
shape akin to a goose’s foot, but a corruption of ‘gos
cote’. In other words this is a clue to the location of the
original Goscote meeting place. Sadly we do not have
a map of the Enclosure Award for Wymeswold, so the
location of Goose Foot Close is not known. However
on the basis of other evidence (see my article in the
WHO Newsletter for 2002) it is reasonable to expect
that the meeting place for the Goscote hundred was at
or near Six Hills.
Place names also tell us about more recent periods in
history. Barrie Cox’s research reveals that Wymeswold
is one of a number of places in the area where a field
was known as ‘Dead men’s graves’; the other places in
East Goscote hundred are South Croxton, Thorpe
Arnold, Pickwell and Skeffington. Such names appear
to date to the twelfth or early thirteenth century, before
the Black Death, when population pressure meant that
more and more land was being cultivated. If new fields
were created near parish boundaries they were likely to
reveal pagan Anglo-Saxon cemeteries (which were
typically situated on boundaries). Such pre-Christian
Anglo-Saxon burial grounds have been excavated by
archaeologists at Melton Mowbray, Saxby, Sysonby
and Thurmaston. Indeed, although Cox does not seem
to be aware, the fieldname Dead Man’s Grave is still
used by local people to refer to a field just inside
Wymeswold parish on the side of the Fosse Way. This
field is where an the Anglo-Saxon cemetery was
discovered in the 1960s[6].

Obscure origins
Cox’s book also sheds light onto some obscure current
place names. Those who walk the footpaths to the east
of Wymeswold near the course of the River Mantle will
be familiar with the ruins of a small brick-built farm.
This is shown on Ordnance Survey maps as Gamber’s
Hill Lodge. Earlier forms of the name are Granborough,
which clearly derives from the Old English grene berg,
meaning ‘green hill’, and the ruins are indeed on the
summit of a small hill.
Likewise Storkit Lane, a track running north from the
Rempstone Road in Wymeswold, is shown in 1703 as
Stalkott Lane, which is a corruption of ‘stall cot’ – a
shelter (or simple ‘cottage’) with animal stalls.
There has been some speculation about the original
meaning of the Stockwells, such as the one at
Wymeswold. We can be fairly sure it did not mean a
well where livestock were watered. The Old English
word stoc suggests tree stumps or tree trunks, so
perhaps a ‘stockwell’ was a well lined with tree trunks.
However Cox suggests that ‘stockwell’ originally meant
a stream (which in Old English would be referred to as
a wella) crossed with a footbridge made from a tree
trunk.

Medieval climate change: warmer, wetter, increased
flooding
Historical records suggest that one reason why the
Black Death ravaged the British population was
because there had been several summers when the
weather prevented a successful harvest, leading to
widespread famine. The book on Trent Valley
Landscapes draws upon sophisticated archaeological
research to assess climate changes in medieval times.
Although the details are difficult to summarise, they
suggest that ‘global warming’ is nothing new; indeed it
is something that badly affected life in the thirteenth
century. Although warmer weather might suggest better
growing conditions, the evidence suggests that rainfall
also increased. Not only did this inhibit the harvesting
of grain, it also increased flooding of meadows,

Derbyshire miners in Burton
One of the less expected insights of Barrie Cox’s
research relates to a survey conducted in 1701 of the
residents of Burton on the Wolds. This reveals several
families with surnames based on Derbyshire villages
such as Burbage, Gresley, Matlock and Melbourne.
Cox suggests these could be lead-mining families who
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3. Shaping medieval landscapes: settlement, society,
environment, Tom Williamson (Windgather Press,
2003).
4. The Place-Names of Leicestershire: Part 3: East
Goscote Hundred, Barrie Cox (English Place-Name
Society, 2004).
5. ‘Toponymic traces of the earlier inhabitants of
north-eastern Leicestershire’, Barrie Cox, The
English Place-Name Society Journal, Vol.36
(2003–4) p55–62
6. See A.G. Kingsley, Broughton Lodge. Excavations
on the Romano-British settlement and AngloSaxon cemetery at Broughton Lodge, Willoughbyon-the-Wolds, Nottinghamshire, 1964–8,
Nottingham Archaeological Monographs No.4,
University of Nottingham, 1993; this was briefly
summarised in an article in the WHO Newsletter
2000
which
is
now
online
at
www.wymeswold.org/who19.htm

migrated to Burton to work the local gypsum. Further
research is needed to confirm the typical occupations
associated with these Derbyshire villages, but these
surnames strongly suggest something of a migration to
Burton, presumably during the seventeenth century.
All four books provide fascinating insights into the
archaeology and history of the Wolds and adjoining
areas. They also reveal how research and scholarship
over the last twenty years has greatly changed our
understanding of the region – it will be interesting to
see how this knowledge develops over the next twenty
years!
notes
1. Leicestershire Landscapes, Paul Bowman and Peter
Liddle
(eds),
Leicestershire
Museums
Archaeological Fieldwork Group Monograph
No.1, 2004.
2. Trent Valley Landscapes, David Knight and Andy J.
Howard (Heritage Marketing and Publications Ltd,
2004).

A

few copies of three previous WHO
publications are still available:

A Walk Around Wymeswold by Alec
Moretti with illustrations by Susan Jalland
(£2.50)
Wolds Reflections: Celebrating a decade of
the Wolds Historical Organisarion 1987–
1997 (£3.95)
2000 Years of the Wolds (£3.95)
To obtain copies phone Bob Trubshaw (880725)
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Thorpe in the Glebe
Bob Trubshaw
The site of the deserted medieval village we now know
as Thorpe in the Glebe lies to the north of Wymeswold,
just inside the Nottinghamshire border, to the east of
the lane to Wysall.
The place-name 'Thorpe' always denotes a daughter
settlement. Such villages are usually on land which is
less suited to farming or habitation than the older
'parent' settlements. Because of this Thorpes are more
likely to abandoned when the climate worsens or the
population declines, as happened with Thorpe in the
Glebe.
There is no clear evidence exactly when Thorpe in the
Glebe was created but the tenth or early eleventh
century is most probable. The land seems to have been
taken from the already-existing parishes of Willoughby,
Wysall and perhaps Wymeswold.
Thorpe in the Glebe was listed as waste in the
Domesday Book of 1086, probably a result of the
actions of William the Conqueror's army when they

Church Site Farm, Thorpe in the Glebe, in 2005.
travelled from Coventry to Nottingham in 1068 to
suppress Earl Morcar's rebellion. A line of settlements
from the River Soar to the Fosse Way were laid waste as
part of this campaign. Morcar's manor was Nether
Broughton. In Domesday Thorpe is referred to as
Thorpe Regis, or King's Thorpe. However not all the
land was held by the king, as Roger de Busli also held
40 percent of the arable land.
The manorial rights between 1100 and 1300 were
complex but the Bochars or Bozzarts family must have
held the manor of Thorpe at some time as the village
was known as Thorpe Bochart or Thorpe Buzzard.

Survey of the surviving earthworks
at Thorpe in the Glebe.
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The church at Thorpe in the Glebe was founded
sometime after 1220, seemingly jointly by the Luvetot
and Bochard families. The manors passed through
several families until in 1310 there was only one major
landowner, the Mowbrays. Around this time the village
is referred to as either Thorpe in the Glebe or Thorpe in
the Clottes ('clotte' evolves into the modern word 'clod'
and clearly derives from the clayey soils). Climatic
changes in the 1340s would have made the heavy soils
more difficult to farm successfully. The poor harvests of
the early 1340s were followed by the arrival of the
Black Death of 1349 which is estimated to have killed
about 40 percent of the national population. Although
there is no direct evidence presumably the population
of Thorpe was similarly effected. Over the next 30
years the plague continued to prevent population
recovery.
Without sufficient able-boded men arable farming is
unsustainable. Thorpe, along with nearby Stanton on
the Wolds and many other settlements, seems to have
become depopulated. In contrast Widmerpool,
Willoughby, Wysall and Wymeswold survived.
Presumably families moved from the smallest
settlements to help sustain the larger ones with the
more easily-farmed fields.
By 1440 Thorpe seems to have been partly enclosed for
sheep rearing; by 1500 the evidence is clear that almost
all the lands of the parish were now pastoral rather than
arable. Stock raising requires few workers and the onetime village would have shrunk to less than a handful of
dwellings.
Although the demise of Thorpe seems to be the result of
depopulation followed by enclosure, popular folklore
says that it was destroyed either by a hailstorm or as a
consequence of the Civil War skirmish at Willoughby

Field in 1648. The first is improbable as a primary
cause – the damaged houses would have been rebuilt –
and the second explanation impossible as by the time
of the Civil War there had been no village at Thorpe in
the Glebe for nearly 200 years.
Today all that survives of Thorpe in the Glebe is Church
Site Farm (probably incorporating parts of the medieval
hall), a moated site 700 metres to the south-east of the
farm, plus ridge and furrow and well-defined platforms
of some of the medieval dwellings. A hollow way about
10 to 20 metres wide and 430 metres long survives; a
hedge now follows the line of this hollow way. This
was the main village street. Running parallel is a
sunken back lane. These earthworks are typical for
Midlands medieval villages, although Thorpe is
considered the most spectacular of Nottinghamshire's
deserted medieval villages.
Over the years the village was known by a number of
names: Thorpe Regis, King's Thorpe, Thorpe Bochart,
Thorpe Buzzard and Thorpe in the Clottes. In recent
years the Ordnance Survey have kept up this 'tradition'
by creating an imaginary village called Windyridge on
the Wysall Lane. This is shown on road atlases and is
presumably part of their policy of including 'deliberate
mistakes' to be able to identify people who publish
computer-generated maps without paying the OS the
appropriate fees.
The map and all the historical information in this article
is based on 'The deserted medieval village of Thorpein-the-Glebe, Nottinghamshire' by Alan Cameron and
Colm O'Brien, Transactions of the Thoroton Society of
Nottinghamshire, 1981, p56–67.

Hoton's open fields were enclosed by Act of Parliament in 1760, with each landowner being
allocated consolidated blocks of land in place of his scattered strips. This advertisement appeared
in the Leicester Journal August 1759.
25

The Wolds Historian No.2 2005

The Wymeswold skull – a ‘first’ for Leicestershire
Bob Trubshaw
In 2000 Years of the Wolds I described the unexpected
discovery of a human skull on 15th July 2003 during
the construction by Soar Valley Homes of the Manor
Court development off East Road, Wymeswold.
This male skull was in a good state of preservation –
indeed the top almost looked polished – but,
surprisingly, no other human bone was found, despite
intensive searching by two professional archaeologists.
Such good preservation was also odd, considering that
the tooth wear indicated that the man had lived on a
diet where flour was milled in a traditional manner,
when fragments of grit became incorporated into the
bread and caused the molars to wear down. And such
milling techniques died out in Europe in the thirteenth
century!
As is normal for archaeological finds in Leicestershire,
the skull was taken to Leicestershire County Council
Heritage Services’ store at Barrow on Soar. Then one
day in November I received a phone call from Dr
Richard Pollard of Heritage Services. He had decided
to clean off the small amount of mud clinging to parts
of the skull, whereupon he discovered that the base of
the skull – near to where it meets the spine – had been
damaged. And the damage had been carefully repaired
with several metal staples!
The excellent preservation and metal staples indicated
that the skull was fairly recent. Yet, if the man had lived
in Leicestershire, the tooth wear indicated that he must
have died at least 700 years ago. Far more likely he had
died within the last 200 years but had not lived in
Leicestershire, or indeed Europe.
Clearly this was no ‘ordinary’ skull. Noting the polished
appearance of the top, Doc Pollard’s best guess was
that this had been a medical specimen. The skull had
become detached from the rest of the man’s bones and,
for whatever reasons, been placed in a shallow pit on
the edge of Wymeswold comparatively recently.
Most of us will be aware of early nineteenth century
‘bodysnatchers’ such as Messrs Burke and Hare. Their
nefarious activities led the passing of the Anatomy Act
in 1832. This made human skeletons much more
difficult to obtain in Britain. As a result there was – and,
I understand, still is – a steady trade in human skeletons
from such places as India, especially the banks of the
Ganges. The tooth wear on the skull which reappeared
in July 2003 is consistent with the person living
somewhere such as India in recent times.

Whatever the exact origin of this skull. he clearly was
not ‘local’. Therefore his skull was of little or no interest
to archaeologists. In recent years archaeologists and
curators have increasingly recognised that human
remains should only be kept in museums if they can
potentially tell us more about the past. Otherwise
human remains should be reburied in an appropriate
manner.
Interestingly, although Leicester City Museums had
reburied the remains of several Anglo-Saxon people,
Leicestershire’s Heritage Services had not had cause to
rebury any human remains. So the Wymeswold skull
was the first occasion for reburial in the county.
Leicestershire County Council provides funds to cover
the costs and instructed Linda Willetts, the Parish Clerk
for Wymeswold Parish Council, to make the necessary
arrangements. Linda in turn liaised with Ginny
Westcott, Parish Councillor.
The outcome of these arrangements was a reburial
ceremony in Wymeswold cemetery on 10th February
2004. A small wooden casket was constructed by the
funeral directors G.A. Gamble of Quorn and a suitable
shallow grave dug by Tony Buckingham, who
maintains the cemetery and has been the gravedigger
for many years. I acted as casket-bearer and a prayer
was read by Ginny. The ceremony was also attended
by Linda, Graham Flowers (owner of Soar Valley
Homes) and Viv Marshall (of the Wolds Historical
Organisation), together with a photographer from the
Leicester Mercury and a friend of mine, Anthony Weir,
who also took photographs. Most of us then came back
to my house for refreshments and to reflect on the
rather unusual sequence of circumstances that had led
to a man from, perhaps, India having his head buried,
then reburied, in rural Leicestershire. Along the way he
had posthumously become a well-polished and
carefully restored medical specimen, then – over two
hot days in July 2002 – evidence for a possible murder
investigation, before becoming the first person’s
remains to be reburied by Leicestershire archaeologists.
Thankfully most of us will not be subjected to such an
exciting ‘after-life’!
Thanks to Ginny’s involvement, the ceremony was
featured in the Mercury on the day before and the day
after the ceremony.
Grateful thanks to Linda Willetts and Ginny Westcott
for making the arrangements for this reburial.
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Above: The well-preserved skull.
Right: Underneath view, showing the metal staples.
Below: The reburial service, 10th February 2004.
(Left to right: Viv Marshall, Linda Willetts, Graham
Flowers, Bob Trubshaw, Ginny Westcott.)
Photograph by Anthony Weir.
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In 2001 Jon Mackley kindly emailed this photograph of Wymeswold Church choir, taken
between about 1955 and 1958. His father and grandfather sat down together and worked out
most of the names. Reading from
left to right they are as follows:
Back row: Rosaline JALLAND; May JALLAND; Marjorie LETVERS (unsure of spelling of last name);
Jean PEEL.
Third row: Sue HICKLING; Nell SMITH; Joy BROWN; Maureen JAMES; Wendy MORGAN;
Christine JAMES; Linda BARTRAM; Penny BARTRAM; Mary JALLAND (or possibly Jane MILLS);
Jill BARTRAM.
Second row: James MACKLEY; Harold DYKES; Jack PEEL; Organist (name not remembered);
Lawrence JACKSON (Vicar); Warner WOOTTON; Brian BARTRAM; Michael COLLINGTON (?).
Front row: not known; David BRAND; ? Roger WILKINSON; Elizabeth SMITH; Margaret
WOOTTON; Margaret HEIGHTON; Richard SMITH; ? GRATTAN.
If anyone has any further information about these people then please contact Bob Trubshaw
(email bobtrubs@indigogroup.co.uk or phone 880725).

A

bout fifty articles from WHO Newsletters and out-of-print booklets can be read
online at www.wymeswold.org

Also online on the same Web site are searchable transcripts of the censuses and
parish registers for Wymeswold.
Take full advantage of this wealth of village history!
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